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ANGLING SPORTS: 1 
IN NINE | 

PISCAT or ECLO'GUES, | 
$4 4 * ATTEMPT | 

To introduce : a more e pleaſing Variety and Mixture of | 
SUBJECTS. AND CHARACTERS 1 

. INTO Þ4 
PASTORAL, | 

On the Plan of its primitive Rules and Manners. | 
Suited to the Entertainment of Retirement, and the | 
Lovers of NATURE in rural Scenes, | [0 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
Po THIS | 
EDITION 


7” ESE Eclognes and Eſſay were written 
ſo long ago as the ſummer of 1727, and the 
Author's Three-and-Twentieth Lear; Before 

engaging in his more ſerious ſtudies, and preſent 

profeſſion : And had a general favourable recep- 

Ez tion, and many teſtimonies of commendation and 
5 public reſpect, through Two Editions. The re- 
printing them again in this has been preſt, and a 
conſiderable while promiſed and expected. The 
<vbole is purely ſimple and innocent, founded in de- 


2 ſcription, and the rural artleſs appearances of 
1: Nature: and of a kind, it is conceived, that 
can give none offence. It is from hence the 
|  eoritings of Homer, Virgil, and the ancient 


Poets appear, at this day, as new and 
| | much admired as at the firſt ; becauſe they © 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THIS 


EDITION. 


5 as: ESE Ech and Eſſay were written 
ſo long ago as the ſummer of 1729, and the 


Author's Three-and-Twentieth Year ; before 


engaging in his more ſerious ſtudies, and preſent 
profeſſion : And had a general favourable recep- 


tion, and many teſtimonies of commendation and 


public reſpect, through Two Editions. The re- 


printing them again in this has been preſt, and 6 
conſiderable while promiſed and exp eBed. 7. bo 


coole is purely ſimple and innocent, founded in de- 


ſcription, and the rural artleſs appearances "a 
Nature: and of a kind, it is conceived, that 


can give none offence, It is from hence the 


writings of Homer, Virgil, and the ancient 
Poets appear, at this day, as nem and 
much admired as at the firſt; becauſe they 
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„ ADVERTISEMENT. 


took their images, and drew. their copies from . 
this original unfailing ſource, and are trite por- 
traits, and lively reſemblances of what we Know, 
and lie common to obſervation : as Nature never 
varies, and will be viewed always with the ſame 
attractive familiar face. It is hoped theſe little 
Pieces will be found an harmleſs agreeable enter- 
tainm ent, from their ſubj ects, novelty, and ſeveral 
improvements here made; with Readers, pleaſed 
_ with poetry defigned to engage the imagination 
and tender paſſi ons, and are friends and favourers 


of ſimplicity, decency, and the modeſt unlicentious | 
Muſe. 


Morden College, May 3, 1773. 
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D E DI CATI 


I TH Genius bleſt, with Sciences adorn'd, 


Free DopincToN ! polite in gen'rous arts, 
A Muſe, allow'd to boaſt thy gracing ſmile; 
Courts, thus indulg'd, thy mild, familiar ear, 
Phyſician of the melancholy mind, 
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_ Depteſt by F ortune's weight, ſure comforter 
Of drooping merit lab'ring in deſpair,— 

| Nobility ! be better than a name. 

Nobility pure Mirrour of all good! 
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Or of all bad extreme! words cannot paitit 
The pow'r of thy beneficence divine, 
When freely flowing from the open heart ; 
Extract of higheſt worth without alloy. 


Pleas'd, could I wiſh with devious ſteps enlarg'd 
To viſit here a full illuſtrious train, 


Endear'd by ties of ſoft humanity ; 
A Court where brighteſt conſtellations ſhine, 


Nor, Patron, let thy prais'd humility 
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vii THE DEDICATION. 
8 uſpect this ſtrain, the ſycophantic wile 
Of Bard inſidious : Me, nor learnt in arts 
Of ſervile fraud, to barter truth for ſmiles; 
Grateful where once oblig d but far remov'd 
From hateful flattery, with low ſubmiſs 
| To ſue to empty title, and debaſe 
| Her ſteady principles, for ſordid praiſe 
Of the Great Vugar : Happy to perſiſt 
Unvarying, only to the foremoſt names 
Of choice obſervant, felf-devoted—Yours, 
And n e ef OP gentle Muſe. 


O, haſte the gem rous work that waits thy hands! 
The Muſes. ſons, a hapleſs ſuff'ring race, 
Loyal to Courts and Kings; be theſe thy care 
To ſuccour, from an ill-requiting age. 

But far away be the rude rout repelFd 

Of trading Poetaſters, peſt ring ſwarm, 

That ever at the gates of palaces 

With their looſe-faſhion'd rhimes, officious throng 
Obtruſive, and the lib'ral ear reſtrain 


From merit--friendleſs--aw'd--abaſh'd<deign theſe 


Diſtinction; and the modeſt genius prompt 


En- 


THE DEDICATION. 
Encourage. By this gentle pattern form'd, 
Gallus and Pollio, ancient names, inclin'd 
To worthy Verſe a fav'ring ear; nor leſs 


Maæcenas, and Agripta, and renown'd 


Auguſtus, glory of Saturnian climes. 
5 Thus BRITALx too may boaſt of equal fame; 


Patriots, to cheriſh worth and lib'ral arts. 


Somers nor thought it ſcorn, nor Halifax, 
Great Names, to patronize deſerving Song; 
Nor Dorſet, who ſo well could grace the Lyre, 


| Thou too, indulgent of Poetic worth 
The Muſe atteſts, and of her favour'd train 


Not one be found unwitneſs to thy praiſe. 


Nor, of the rural theme contemptuous, ſcorn 


An humble Verſe, tho” of the wat ry race, 


And Fiſher's 1 ports deſcriptive, labour new. 


5 The fam'd Sicilian Swain * his oaten reed 


To Ptolemy attun'd, and Mars's Song 
Made lowly ſhades deſerve a Conſul's care. 
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* THE DEDICATION, 

So might but thine the piſcatory Strain 

— and to its aid invok'd appear 

His preſent Genius, while I ſing to thee, 
Nor leſs delightful ſhou'd th' unlofty lay 
Be then eſteem'd, that ſings of Fiſhy Lakes 
| Bank'd with green ſhade; Peace-viſited retreats, | 
The Anglers Haunts, and lonely- loving Bard's 
Tranc'd, in ſweet muſing: Hither led of old, 
Prophetic of celeſtial truth, fam'd Seers 
Were wont, obſervant of th* inſpiring call, 
To haſten and, with vacant minds enlarg'd, 
Attend the heav'nly unge ; and mightieſt Kings 5 


Have here their careful Diadems exchang'd, 


_ —Ah me! will ever the unpitying Fates 


To Poets moſt diſaſt'rous, with one wiſh, 
One dimble with | ſo might it but ſucceed, 
ouffice my ling'ring hopes; deſirous long 
Of Solitude, ſoft Baniſher 5 Cre : 


Enrapt [ languiſh for the wiſh'd rerreat | 
Deny'd to my Oy choice—F or me 


Hard- 


Here, to the rural choice at large reſign'd, 


THE DEDICATION. ai 


Hard-lotted hours with chearleſs round renew. 
Except, when by the Poet” s page enlarg'd, 

I wander far thro? claſſic ſhades renown'd ; 1 2 
O' er, Helicon, thy hallow'd walk, and thine 
Green Ida, fra. of deſolated Troy: 


Eternal names in antiquated Song. 


O! lead me where the Cypreſs high embow'rs 
With pleaſing ſhade, where thick'ning groves ſur- 
round, = 


The Lotus 8 the all- obſeuring Pine. 


To fruitful Chios, or th' Arviſian ſhade, 


Plenteous of chearing Bacchus : or thy ſhores, 


Kind Latium, let my looſen'd fancy range: 


Prængſie, Mother of the genial Vine, 


Cool Bajæ, and Peligni, rich i in ſtreams, 


And Cuma, nam'd of reſt and ſweet repoſe, 


Hortenſius lived, fam'd Orator and erſt 
The Senate's and the Conſul's lating pride 
* am'd Clo, retir'd from Toils and Rome. 


Pleas'd with his change he bid adieu to courts, 
: Nor, 
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kit | THE DEDICATION, ( 
Nor, oft the humble Angle wou'd diſdain 


| To tend at hours contemplative ; ; to thought | 
Kind miniſter. Shall I forget to hail 

Linternum, where, devote to ſolitude, 1 
Immortal Scipio ſpent his peaceful days: 


' Lov'd Scipio, darling of the Roman name! f 


Thus haply Tnou, might Britain ſo permit, 
Would paſs thy ſmooth unruffled hours; nor ſo 


Should ſlie be wanting of thy patriot cares, 


For ever wakeful found 


My Lyre untun d, 
| 88 on thy ſacred Laurel here 

Suſpend— 5 | | 
An off ring, votes to thy Fame, 
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IN DEFENCE OF. 


PISCATORY ECLOGUE. 


\HE Criticks, an arbitrary poſitive ſet of 


men, have taken upon them to make a 


much too nice compariſon between the ſuc- 
ceſs of Heroic and Paſtoral Poetry; for they 


allow ſcarcely more than three who are deſerv- 


edly ranked in the claſs of writers of either 
{ort : notwithſtanding there have been nume- 
rous performers in each kind, in ſeveral ages, 
of different abilities and excellencies in their 
peculiar way, and of evident, acknowledged 
merit. I mult confeſs, upon an impartial en- 
quiry there does not appear any evidence of 
reaſon or facts, as pretended, to ſupport this 
fanciful diſtinction: for beſides THEOCRIT Us, 
ViRGiIL, and Tasso, whom they make to 
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xiv. 


AN ESSAY IN DEFENCE 
have been the only writers of true Paſtoral, 
our Spenſer, Fletcher *, and Milton, and I am 


free to add Mr. Philips, Mr. Congreve, and 


many others, have a deſerved praiſe for the 
pieces they have. given us of this kind. The 
true nature of Paſtoral ſeems not to have been 


well conſidered or underſtood, as from its 


innocent inartificial beauty one might expect 
it ſhould. Clowniſh and low expreſſions, 
quaint obſolete phraſes, on the one hand, 


though they cover a falſe and Improper ſenti- 


ment; and on the other, laboured turns of 
wit and amorous extravagancies, appear to be 


miſtook by. ſome, for its diſtinguiſhing graces, 
Nor is this at all to be wondered at : conſi- 


dering the difference between the new and 


old world, he muſt have no ordinary capa- 


city, who, bred up in the forms and delicacies | 
of courts, or tumultuous luxuries of a city, can 
defcend to the humble quiet plains, and take 


* See the Faithful Shepherdeſs, by Fletcher; and 


ſome excellent poems entitled Britannia's Paberals 


by Wm. Browne, Eſq; of the Temple, about the 


. year 1600. A new Edition of which is lately made, | 


with his other works, from a very ns re- 
ſpectable hand. „ : 


OF PISCATORY ECLOGUE. xv 


a ſurvey of all that was ſimply natural and 
pleaſing in thoſe earlieſt happieſt ages, without 
any mixture of the ill habits of the preſent. 
The want of this ſingular turn of mind has 
occaſioned many to deſpiſe this ancient elegant 
ſpecies of Poetry, imagining it an entertain- 
ment unfit for a polite and generous education, 
while the Heroic has carried away the eſteem. 


It is not my deſign to enter into the merits 


of Paſtoral and decide the deference, but if 
we may judge of its value by its ſcarcity (I 
mean of the pure, true kind) 1t will bear as 
high eſtimation as Epic Poetry *: and, in the 


reverence that is due to antiquity, take 
place of it. It is fo old Grammarians are at a 


loſs 


* 


— 
— 


* So confeſſed a judgment as Virgil's ſhould cer- 
tainly have weight in this diſpute, He infinitely 
preferred his Paftorals to his ÆAneis, on account of 
the ſubject: and in one of his letters to the Emperor 
calls Heroic Poetry * The invention of a degene- 
te rate age,” and chides himſelf for attempting it. 
The great and admired Cicero, upon hearing this 
Poet's ſixth Eclogue, in part only, repeated (as was 


then the cuſtom on the Roman ſtage) praiſed him 


with this exclamation, 


Magnæ ſpes altera Rome ! 
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| xvi AN ESSAY IN DEFENCE. 


loſs to find out it's original, probably of as 


long a ſtanding as the world. And there will 
ariſe a conſiderable argument in it's advan- 


tage, that though it was the earlieſt and moſt 


univerſal ſpecies of Poetry, the parent of the 
Dramatic and Epic, and ſucceſſively of all 


other kinds, yet it arrived not to its perfection 


till after them: Homer had finiſhed his [Had 


before ThrocRrrus began his 7dyllinms. Nay 
there is that remarkable affinity between them, 


that the genius which is moſt capable of one, 
is as peculiarly happy at the other, and is 
naturally led to attempt both: the ſame breath 
which tunes the Shepherd's Reed can give full 


harmony to the Warrior's Trumpet; THe- 


 ocriITus himſelf, is as ſignalized and cele- 


brated for his Hercules or Caſtor, as he is for 
his Goat-herd or Cyclops. VIROIIL, Tass0, and 
SpensER, have diſcovered the ſame abilities 


with like ſucceſs ; and the difference ſeems 

Jo nicely ſuſpended, that it is hard to ſay 

whether it is more difficult to hit the ſublimity 
and perfect regularity of Epic Poems, or the 


plain familiar, eaſy manners of Paſtoral, Dri- 
neſs and affectation is as hardly to be avoided 


* 


OF PISCATORY ECLOGUE. xvii 


in one, as ruſticity or falſe refinement in the 
other. Sixcervs, to bring the compariſon 
nearer, makes Paſtoral a ſpecies of Epic Poetry, 
„ which alters it's name (he ſays) according 
cc to the different modes and forms of its imi- 
e tation; as when we repreſent the actions 
« of great and illuſtrious men, it is then Herore 
« Poetry; when of ſhepherds and rural cha- 
« raters, Paſtoral.” But what proof can be 
more clear, and to the advantage of the latter, 
than the flow Progreſs in its improvement? 
Common and ordinary productions we ſee 
brought to perfection in an age or leſs, this 
required many. For thougli we read of the 
paſtorals of Diouus, DarRNISs, HIMER Tus, 
the pretended inventors, yet they were either 
loſt or of little eſteem in ThROcRTrus's time; 
otherwiſe, according to the modiſh authorized 
plagiary then in uſe, he would have inſerted, 
them in his Idylliums, that they might have 
been the more effectually preſerved, which 
was the intent of that practice. But we find 
the caſe directly contrary ; for, 1 in plain refe- 
rence to this, in an epigram he has prefixed to 
his Foam, he aſſures us, © that he never 

2 nn 


xvlii AN ESSAY IN DEFENCE. 


« mne uſe of any verſe that was not per- 
« fectly of his own compoſing.” I think 
 FaxocriTus will be allowed to be the firſt 
who eftabliſhed Paſtoral upon any regular 
foundation; the Iaylliums of Moſchus and 
Bion, that have been attributed to him, being 
compoſed afterwards, and not capable of a 


5 compariſon. But how happened it that from 


the reign of Prol Eur to that of AvucGusTvus, 
a period of near three hundred years, It Jay 
wholly unattempted ? VixeiL was the firſt; 
according to his own relation, that en 


it into Italy. 


Prima Syraeoli dignata eſt ludere verſu 
Noſtra - 


*T vas Gol; our honour on our plains to ſport 
With Siracuſian verſe 


What cauſed this ſtrange vacation? was it 
any defect in the ſubject? On the contrary, 
could there be any thing more ſimply delight- 
ing ? It had the ſcenes of the Golden Age 
for it's pattern, a time ſo fondly deſcribed 
with many beautiful advantages by the Poets, 
diſtinguiſhed for the leiſure, innocence, and 
happy 


OF PISCATORY ECLOGUE. xix 
happy tranquillity of it's inhabitants; the agree- 
able ſhades and retirements nature every 
where afforded them, and all that would 

admit of utmoſt ſcope for poetical ornament; 
that one muſt conclude, nothing but the dif- 
_ ficulty of this writing could diſſuade from the 
attempt. It being, like other noble atchieve- 
ments, obliged to 1 27 till time and the flow 


advances of genius ſhould raiſe up ſome, 
equal to the l 
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If I have recovered any eſteem for this 
venerable abuſed remain of antiquity, I fear 
IT ſhall find it no ordinary taſk to overcome 

the weight of authority, and perſuade ſome to 
an opinion that ſeems to ſet aſide irs eſtabliſhed 

rules. The characters of Shepherds have been 
held the only ſubjects of Paſtoral. Hence the 
arbitrary, humourſome pedantry of Scholiaſts 
and Commentators ; Servius on the Bucolics, 
and Henſius upon Theocritus, allow but ſeven 
of Virgil's Eclogues, and ten of the Idylliums 
to be purely paſtoral, In reſpe& to names it 

will be a matter of indifference, but under theſe 
are com mprehended Huſvandmen, Vinedreſſers, 
a 2 F. mY 
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Fiſhers, &c. as I will endeavour to ſhew from 
its nature, and the liberty both Virgil and The- 
ocritus allowed to themſelves. Rapin, in his 
well known Diſcourſe on Paſtoral, has fol- 
lowed the general humour. But he changes, 
Frenchmen like, and is fo volatile in opinion— 


affirms and denies in the ſame breath, and uſes 


ſuch freedom of conjecture, that his arguments 
will carry leſs authority. We will take his 
definition of Paſtoral, * Paſtoral (be writes) is 
te the imitation of the action of a Shepherd, 
« or one taken under that character:“ and a 
Hiltle before: There may be reckoned two 
« ſorts of imitation z one peculiar to Heroes, 
e which conſtitutes the Heroic; the other to 
« Shepherds and Ry/ticks, that conſtitute Paſ- 
* toral.” So that here he allows it to conſiſt of 


other rural perſons beſides Shepherds. Nay 


he goes on to aſſert, There is nothing ſo 
e high and lofty it may not ſucceſsfully aſpire 
to. Inſomuch that it may ſometimes admit 


« of Heroes and Gods, ſo they are managed 


« with judgment, and ſhrouded under the 
perſons of Shepherds.” And farther, he 


ſeems to _ on my ſide, where he is of 
anion, 
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opinion, © It may contain more ſubjects than 
Virgil has made uſe of.” But he runs away 
ſo faſt one muſt be at pains to keep pace 
with him. If © the perſons of Ruſticks, as 
« well as Shepherds, conſtitute the Eclogue,” 
why does he exclude thoſe Idylliums of The- 
ocritus for impropriety as have ſuch very 
perſons for their ſubjects? As particularly, 
The Reapers, the Two Fiſhers, both which, 
for their ſingular ſimplicity of ſentiment as 
well as characters, are peculiarly beautiful 
and regular. If it may extend to high © and 
« lofty matters,” what room has he to exclude 
the 29th Idil. where Hercules relates to Phy- 
leus how he had killed the Nemean Lion? 
The King Augeas and his Son, are both repre- 
| ſented by the poet as Shepherds, and found 
by the Hero tending their flocks. Or why is 
Virgib's Pollo rejected, that contains fo natural 
and fine a repreſentation of the earlieft ages ? 
If « jt may contain more ſubjects than Virgil 
e has made uſe of,” may not Anglers, Fowlers, 
and other rural employments, whoſe leiſure, ſoli- 
tude, and innocent manners make them ſtrictly 
conformable to his rule, be reaſonably and pleaſ- 


5 ingly 
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ingly introduced? Who can have greater 
leiſure, or be led into more agreeable contem- 
plation, than an angler, peacefully ſeated on 
the ſhady banks of a lonely river at his quiet 
recreation, attentively conſidering the gliding 
ſtream, mingled groves, hills, and open plains ; 
the various landſkip around him? Our 
French critic has but one poor objection 
againſt the uſe of ruſtic characters, Their 
4 ſolitude (he ſays) will not admit of a ſong.” 
The labour, fatigues, and little leiſure, indeed, 
of ſome country employments, may unqualify 
them for ſuch amuſements. But he has attri- 
buted upon another occaſion, “ the firſt riſe 
« of Paſtorals to the extreme leiſure and ſoli- 
e tude that attended a Shepherd's life.” 
Which, if required in paſtoral characters, is 
no where more remarkable than in thoſe I 
have inſtanced. It is eaſy to account how 
Shepherds have obtained the place in Paſ- 
toral; the intent of this poem was to imitate 
the envied innocence and happineſs of the pri- 
mitive world; and as the inhabitants were 
Shepherds, or employed in ruſtic affairs, and 
| Paſtoral owed its * to their invention, 
ſuc- 
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ſucceeding ages, willing to preſerve the me- 


mory of its authors, confined it to their per- 
ſons. But if their practice was to be conſi- 


dered as a ſtanding rule, why did they not 
chuſe their Shepherds of a more elevated rank 


than the plain ordinary natives of Siciſy? Pax, 
ApoLLo, or MERCURY, who were all of this 


profeſſion, would have been more recommend- 
ing names, and ſung with better grace, than 
Damatas or Coridon. But I will wave this 


till I come to ſpeak a little of the language 


of Paſtorals. The heavy preciſe Gramma- 
rians, from whom Rapin has made his diviſion 
of Theocritus, would be hard put to it by their 


rules to prove the purity of thoſe ten Idylliums 
which they have ſet apart as regular; or acquit 
themſelves for thoſe they have rejected. Let 
us, a little, make a fair enquiry into this. 
What title has his Seconp, the Inchantment, 


to the genuine claſs into which they have 


admitted it? The ſpeaker there is more likely 
to be taken for-a woman of quality, than 3 


mean inhabitant of the plain. 


— Anaxo, Eubuls daughter, neatly dreſt 
RES me to go and ſee Diana's feaſt: 


a + . 
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With her's my arſe did all her pray'rs unite, 
So, forc'd, and finely dreſt in pomp and fate 


I went 


And = "i ; 


No ſigns of life did thro' my limbs appear, 
But J grew tiff, ſtiff as this Gold I wear. 


T here is no mention made through the 
Idyllium of any thing that may be applied to 
a Shepherdeſs. Her lover, whom ſhe there 
| conjures, is a choice ſpirit, a wreſtler, town- 
ranger, and debauchee. If this is paſtoral, 
Hor Ack's Canidia, nay Lucian's Dialogues 
may put in for a title. Perhaps, becauſe 
Virgil in his 8th Ecl. had an evident eye 
to this, they concluded it muſt paſs unqueſ- 
' tioned. He had a judgment to know how 
far he muſt differ from the model, in his imi- 
tation; Alpbeſibæus in him, makes a better 
Paſtoral figure than Sametha. I would know 
what it is entitles the 77% 1dyl. to a claſſical 
right, more than its fellows that are put out 
of the number ? Smichidas, Eumenes, and 
Ll Amintas, are invited out of ton (an unuſual - 
Lf . reſidence for Shepherds) to celebrate the Feaſt 
| : N . 
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of Ceres; on the way the Goatherd Tycidas 
aſks, 


What urgent Buſineſs makes thee leave the town? 


After this, one would think he ſhould hardly 
be a keeper of flocks, or if he was, as it ſeems 
to appear, a Herd/man, was employed 1 in affairs 


of huſbandry too. 


O may ſhe * often fill the fruitful plain: 
And may tread the ricks and fix the fan, 


Here are perſons manifeſtly brought in 
| againſt their rules, and rejected in all points 
correſpondent to it, particularly in the 20 
Layl. of the ſigbted Shepherd, who I think is 
not more uncivilly uſed by his city miſtreſs, 
than by the commentators. POLYPHEME 
(in 117 dyl. ) has other work to do beſides 
minding his CRE, he RT bids him- 


Go __ thy baſkets, cut the tender boughs, 
Go, mind %% barveſt-work —— 1 
1 But 


* Ceres. 
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But Virgil abundantly mingles his charac- 
ters; Shepherds, Vine-areſſers, Planters —all 
are interwoven together. Let any read the 
complaint of Melibeus, and judge if he is not 
perfectly a huſpandman. He complains, he 


ſhould plant and ſow his fields to be poſſeſſed 


by others : that he had grafted his pears and 


pruned his vineyards for ſtrangers. —The paſ- 


fion of Corydon is diverted by applying him- 
ſelf anew to the ſame rural vocations; and 
he introduces himſelf in his 77 Ecl. mending 
his fences, and binding his myrtle trees. But 


in the 107b, the whole country is brought in, 
and a full general company of Shepherds, 
Neatherds, Pan, Silvanus, Apollo, and all 


the rural inhabitants. So that both from 


Tbeocritus and Virgil's authority and prac- 


tice, let but the manners of the ſpeakers be 
adapted to the ſimplicity and purity of the 
golden age; let them have but leiſure for their 
muſes, and the country for their reſidence, 


and whether they are Shepherds, Anglers, 


Fiſhers, Fowlers, &c. it is equally indifferent; 


Nature is a wide field, and varied for contem- 


plation, and the multiform pleaſing objects 
and obſervations that preſent themſelves from 
; . floods, 
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floods, hills, woods, vallies, and plains, and 1 
| their numerous orders of inhabitants, may 
i furniſh the paſtoral Poet with a choice of fami- 

liar beautiful ideas. There wants nothing but 
a bold and leading genius, rich in a regulated, 
happy vein of fancy, correct judgment, and a 
well digeſted change of new and agreeable 
ſubjects, to ſtrike into a freſh path, and give a . 
ſet of pieces of this kind, more entertaining 
and pleaſing than any we have yet been ac- 
quainted with. Nothing is more groſsly miſ- q 
taken in its nature and Wien, than in what f 
| is ordinarily ſeen produced his way : its cha- 
racers are not more confined than they are 
ridiculous ; it is not enough they are ſimply 
Shepherds, they muſt be Shepherds in love, 
all flame and rapſody, or you fail in your 
attempt, let it be ever ſo inconvenient for you, 
Love governs our paſtions, and ſeems inſepa» | 
rable from our undertakings, g 


5 INN EE NOI EIR — 


Omnia vincit amor, & nos cedamus amori. 
Love conquers all, and all to Love muſt yield. 


This that marks the ſublime in Epic, the 
tender in T; _— the genreel ! in Comedy, the 
Fl 
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lively and humorous in Lyricks, gives alſo the 
 Kniſhing grace to Paſtoral. All their Shep- 
| Herds have to do, is to meet under the ſhady 


beach or myrtle, quarrel, pipe, and ſing catches 


about their ſweet-hearts. And upon this 


ſcore Mr. Dryden judicioufly ridicules our 


common Eclogue-writers, and merrily ſays, of 
one of the moſt conſiderable of the French, 
Monſ. FoxTaneLLE, © That he ſeems to 
have taken Paſtorals and Love-verſes for 
« the ſame thing.” For except the words 


ſheep and flocks here and there unneceffarily 
and unmeaningly mingled, they might paſs 


for the gentle epiſtles of Ovid, or furious 
paſſions of Sapbo, rather than be imagined 
the Paſtoral courtſhip of Amintas or Strephon; 


their deſires are different, and expreſſed in 


another manner from thoſe of Arcadia. Soli- 


cude, it is owned, is a motive to love, but 
cannot it diſcreetly take up a part without en- 


_ grofling all? We are obliged to the Italians 
and French for this eternal Phyll;Jinsg. Me- 


thinks a Shepherd deſcribing the pleaſures of 


the country, and his own innocent, happy con- 
dition; an Angler ſinging of rivers, the breed, 
| haunts, 
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haunts, and nature of fiſh; or a Fowler at his 


pleaſant, artful recreation, ſitting under a 


green ſhade and watching his nets, and chant- 


Ing his rural ſong concerning his feathery ſub- 


jects (admitting of a few heats of love between) 
might be ſo managed and adapted to Eclogue, 
as to acquire general eſteem, as well for their 


_ ealy inſtructive POOR as entertaining, 
variety. 


It might be imagined that Angling, an 


exerciſe ſo gentle, and ſuch a friend to com- 


templation, ſhould need no argument to re- 
commend it to the regard and S ſenti- 


ment of a wiſe and thinking man; it ſeems ſo 
free from the hazard and fatigues of other recre- 


ations, and thoſe ill habits and diſorders, many 


of them breed in mind and body, that one 


would think it was the innocent diverſion of 
the infant world, and the readieſt, moſt natu- 
rally ſuggeſted ſubject for paſtoral Poetry to be 


employed in. It has had charms to captivate 


the molt illuſtrious, as well as the more hum- 


ble, and to be equally loved by the moſt con- 


trary minds. Anthony and Cleopatra are both 


reported to have delighted in it, amid all their 
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n and grandeur ; and the ſober Cicero, in 
his learned retirement. Of our own nation; 
Dr. NowzElL, Dean of St. Paul's, in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth; the Rev. Mr. PHIN EAS 
FLETCHER, who himſelf wrote Piſcatory 
Eclagues; the celebrated Dean DoxxxE, Sir 
FRANeis Bacon, Sir HENRY Worrox, men 


of 


— 


* They have been reprinted very lately in an 
handſome Edition. He was Fellow of King's Col- 
lege, Cambtfidge, ſon of Giles Fletcher, Dr. of 
Laws, Embaſſador from Queen Elizabeth to Muſ- 
covy. Some ſpecimens were given from this 
| Author's writings in the two former impreſſions of 


this Eſſay, as hive inſerted. 


But ah! let me under ſome Kentiſh hill, 
Near rouling Medway, mong my fellow-peers, 
With fearleſs merry-make and piping, ſtill 
For ever paſs my few and flow-pac'd years. 
The beech {hall yield a ſafe, cool canopy, 
While down I ſit and ſing to th* echoing wood; 
Ah! ſinging might I live, and ſinging die! 
So by fair Thames or Medway's ſilver flood, 
The dying ſwan, when years his temples pierce, 
In muſic's ſtrains breathes out his life and verſe, 
And chaunting his own dirge, tides on his watry 
hearſe. 


The 
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of extraordinary reputation and rank, have 


done the ſame; the latier of which uſed to 
ſay, „That it was an employment for his 
idle time, which was not then idly ſpent, 


for that Angling was, after tedious ſtudy, a 
« reſt to his nin, a chearer of his ſpirits, a d1- 


c verter of ſadneſs, a calmer of unquiet thoughts, 
a moderater of paſſion, a procurer of con- 


ce tentedneſs; and that it begot habits of peace 
5 5 | | « and 


The other is a ſimply- plain and pleaſing, innocent 
deſcription of country happineſs. 


His certain life, which never can deceive him, 
Is full of thouſand ſweets and rich content; _ 
The ſmooth-leav'd beeches in the field receive him 


With cooleſt ſhade, till noon-tide's heat be ſpent. 


His life is neither toſt on boiſt'rous ſeas. 
Of the vexatious world, or loſt in ſlothful eaſe; 


Pleas'd and full bleſt he lives, when he his Goo 


can pleaſe. 


His bed, more ſafe than ſoft, walls quiet ſleeps, . 


While by his ſide his faithful ſpouſe nas place; 3 
His little fon into his boſom creeps, 
The lively picture of his father's face. 
Never his humble roof nor ſtate torment him, 
Leſs he could like, if leſs his fate had lent him, 


And when he dies, green turfs with graſſy tomb 


content him. 
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e and patience in them who profeſſed and 
* practiſed it.“ I would take occaſion 


to recommend here an ingenious diſcourſe, 
TRE CoupLETE ANCLER * 58 treatiſe, com- 


poſed very long ago + by the experienced Mr. 


Tsaac WaLrox, on that art. Whoever reads 
the elaborate apology, curious inſtructions, 
natural, eaſy, lively deſcriptions, the pleaſant 
moral, and learned digreſſions of that engag- 


ing Author, will return fully poſſeſſed with 
a 3 to his ſubject; it will inſinuate fre- 


quently into his reading, as it has done 


py ſtrangely 


* The Author of thie  Eflay, a great while after 
this was writ, has appeared as Editor of three ſeveral 
Editions of this well accepted work ; five of them 
had before been publiſhed in Mr. Walton s life- 
time. The ſaid accompliſned perſon was alſo inti- 


th. 


mate with, and wrote the lives of, ſome of the 
greateſt men of his time ( in one ſmall volume in I amo. 
particularly of his beloved Dean of St. Paul's, the 


admired and well known Dr. John Donne, Mr. 
Hooker, Biſhop Saunderſon, and the moſt excellent 
Mr. Herbert, printed with the later Edition of his 
Divine Poems, in which the reader will ſee a ſweet- 


neſs of ſpirit, a natural, taking, happy ſimplicity 


peculiar to all his writings. 
F 1053. 
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| ſtrangely into mine, a number of unwearied j 

times. I found, by the Dialogues of his An- || | 
glers, how properly they would ſuit with the | | 
innocent, humble, nature of Eclogue, and { 


may have this advantage, that the phraſe need 
not be ſo low and clowniſh as the Legiſlators 


of Paſtoral, ordinarily, expect in their ſwains. "1 

I ſee no reaſon in their rule, if the ſentiment _ | 
be ſuitable, may not the expreſſion. be choice | | 

and pure as the language will admit, which li 


| 
is ſomething agreeing with Rapin, without | 
ſwelling to an errour ? It may ſhine of. the | 
poliſh, and not glitter with the Gold. If paſ- 
toral language was to be regulated by the 


manners and converſations of the Golden Age, yl 
we ſhould have both more refined than any | j | 
we are acquainted with. We rather draw our [ N 
Shepherds contemptible figures of the rude 1 
undiſciplined ruſtics of our own times, than il! 
imitate them from the antient Paſtors, via. 


Kings and Gods. We may ſee what capaci- . i 
ties they were enriched with, from the abilities 
of Heſiod, Moſes, and David, who were al! 


1 Shepherds; by the extenſive knowledge and Wil 
| obſervation they were furniſhed with into i 
| | b nature, 
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nature, and the many diſcoveries they have 
made of ſciences and arts, which are, on all 
hands, aſcribed to them. It was a Chaldean 
Shepherd that firſt made known to the Egyptians, 
from whence the Greeks learned it, the myſtery 
of the Creation. They were Shepherds who 
firſt invented and taught the uſe of tillage, 
huſbandry, the rudiments of muſic, mathema- 
tics, and aſtronomy. We ſhould not there- 
fore, with all theſe high advantages, imagine 
it is deviating from their characters to make 
them civil and ingenious, and for fear of 
drawing them courtiers, paint them as ſavages: 
the golden mean is to be obſerved, and, if in 
| ſome places I have made my Swains (it may 
be thought) a little too well bred for natives of 
the country, it was becauſe 1 judged my 
ſubject not ſtraitened, nor the ſpeakers limit- 
ed to all the ſlaviſh forms the paſtoral critics 
have required. I have been cautious, how- 
ever, not to ſoar out of reach, and as ingeni- 
ous Boileau has it, 


Amid the Eclogue make the trumpet ſound. 
We find that attending too ſtrictly to low and 


_ coarſe. manners miſled THeocritus, Mantuan, 
and 
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and even Virgil himſelf, as is moſt apparent 


in his 34 Ecl. The poet riſes otherwiſe in 


his account of Silenus; 


Ille canit : pulſæ referunt ad ſidera valles. 


e ſung—the vales rebound it to the ſtars. 


| Perhaps a ſtrain too high for the grovelling 
__ admirers of Macrobius, Valla, Voſius, to ap- 
prove of, or imitate, There is a diſtinction 


and allowance to be made too, where the poet 


is ſpeaking in his own character, which is 
Virgil's caſe here; though in many things, like 


other bright originals, he is more to be won- 


dered at than followed, or copied after. I 
ſuppoſe I ſhall fall under no reprehenſion for 


any unwarranted liberties I have taken; the 
molt partial admirers of Paſtoral can have no 


offence to find their Swains angling by a clear 


ſtream, or pitching their nets and fowling in 
a remote ſhade, any more than they would 
to encounter them mending their fences, or 


dreſſing their vines. Fiſhers, indeed, follow- 


ing their laborious employments on the main, 
are not to be properly reduced to their taſte, 


023 new - 
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nor are theſe the moſt eligible ſubjects. If 
they can be lawfully uſed, it muſt be but 
ſparingly, and with ſome art and management, 
or they will appear with no advantage. I 
have uſed them but once in theſe Eclogues ; 
as my profeſſed view in this undertaking was 


to fee how a mixture of characters, and a 


ee Varncy of ſubjects would appear, and 
agree with this fort of writing; and I have but 


one Eclogue with Fozwlers, all the reft are 


taken up with Shepherds or rural perſons, 


and Anglers. Perhaps it had been of advan- 


tage, and this ſubject had come with better 
appearance, if Sax AZ ARIUs had never wrote 


his Sea Eclogues; the exerciſe of filhing ap- 
pears ſo contemptible in him, that any that 


writes on a ſubject that ſeems to be of a ſimi- 


lar aſpect, muſt ſuffer diſadvantage. His 


Oyſters and Crayfiſh are ſerved plentifully 
over without any change, and you may break 
your teeth before you get at his entertain- 
ment. His Water-Swains differ no ways from 
our moſt ſimple ones on land, only that he 


turns them to ſea in an old tattered boat, and 


ſo. leaves them to wail their loves and ſeek 


their 
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their fortunes. Rocks, waves, and deſart 


ſhores are their inſenſible retinue. How un- 


like the attendants upon MiLToN's Paſtoral 
Pipe ! 1 | 


Rough Satyrs danc'd, and fawns with cloven heel, 
From the glad ſound would not be abſent long, 
And old Damztas lov'd to hear our ſong. 5 


| Milton's Monody of Lycidas. 
Having faid all I thought might be neceſ- 


ſary in this place, and worth the conſidering, 
1 may here conclude. There remains nothing 
now, but that I ſubmit my endeavours to 
the opinion of the candid and judicious ; hav- 
ing, from a reflection on my ſubject, the plea- 
ſure to believe I ſhall have few, if any, others 
for my Readers, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


/LALET and ARGEL, #200 young Anglers, relate | 
to the Herdſman Mico, who is obſerving their 


Diverſion, the Inconveniencies from long Droughts 


and land Floods, the Signs and Changes of Weather, 


Seaſons beſt for this Recreation, and the Methods of 


Summer and M inter Angl: ng. The Swain makes each 


a ſuitable Preſent, and invites them, on an Appearance 
of Rain, to take a friendly E ntertainment and 
homely tn at his Cottages = 
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OR, 
THE WEATHER 


_  ..-_ _ -LALETs Ae 0s 


1 FFUH O' Maro, in renown'd Auguſtan days, 
1 To Rome's firſt Patriots tun'd the rural lays; 


Aw'd muſt the Muſe attempt her feeble ſtrain, 


To nobler Patriots in a greater reign. 


Thou, Dobixc ron, of Britiſh courts the boaſt, 
. In whom the Poet's hope is never loſt; 

While I by ſtreams in lowly plains rejoice, | 
And baſhful try in ſhades my artleſs voice, 

Bleft with no gifts—in Nature's plaineſt guiſe F 
ler forms to picture, ſimply, as they riſe z 1 


| 6 ANGLING SEASONS: Fer. f. i 


| Wilt thou, beſt Poet, beſt of Patrons, heed x 
| This homely tribute of my ruſtic reed. 
Vet, if the Muſe this humbler labour grace, 
| That ſings of rivers and the watry race, | 
| Tho' unattempted themes the ſtrains purſue, 
Untry'd the ſubject, and the manners new, |. 


Beneath thy influence, ſhall our ifle no more 


The envied arts of Greece and Rome adore ; 


Over ev'ry clime her Genius ſhall prevail, 


And claſlic Bards unborn their own APOLLO hail. 


By a lone ſtream that waſh'd the village ſide, 


LU 
r 4 ” N a 
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Two ſocial youths the heedful angle ply'd ; 
No fiſher-lads did eber their {kill exceed, 


Or knew more ſweet to blow the tuneful reed: 


The herdſman Mirco, from a hilly ground, 
Cloſe at their ſports the buſy artiſts found, 
And to the flood with haſt'ning ſteps drew near : 


For much he lov'd their mirthful ſongs ber. 
| Safe in their ſtalls his lowing herds were laid, 
And Bruma dreſs'd green-lentiles in the ſhade : 


-. 
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Eci. I. Ox, THE WEATHER. | 


For nigh at hand his lowly hut was rear'd, 
And thro? the trees the duſky thatch appear'd, 


| Cloſe at its ſide the winding river ran : 


The ſwains he ſmiling join'd, and thus began. 


MICO. 


What ſport, ye pair of fiſher- friends, relate; 


Or feed the ſhoals—or paſs, th' unreliſh'd bait ? 


LAGET> 


When droughts like theſe the ern 4 


repreſs 


. How, Mico, can the angler hope ſucreſs ? 


The fiſn with ſick'ning looks their food refrain, 
And ſeek the coolneſs of the deeps i in vain; ; 
No kindly rains the ſcanty pools ſupply, 

And running brooks have ebb'd their channels dry; 
On muddy banks their fiſhy trains they leave, 
And with the heat their parchy bottoms cleave ; 
A ruſſet dye embrowns the waſted fields, 


And the ſcorch'd grove its wither'd verdure yields. 


1 


* 
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And leave on diſtant plains their fouly ſtores, 


Then vainly waves the Angler's lengthen'd cane, 


ARGEL. 


And yet, oft times, the neighbouring meads 
Pve known * 
With burſting ſhow' rs, and welt'ring tides o 'erflowny 


The riſing floods o'ertop the mounding ſhores, 


While from ſteep hills the oy moiſture drains, ” 


By ſweepy torrents waſh'd, or driz'ling rains; 


O'er the clear ſtreams a dark'ning cloud it ſpreads, 
tires the earth-worms from their limy beds; 


In ſwarming ſhoals reſort the jinny broad, 


And glut inſatiate on the fatt'ning food X. 


And coftly baits allure the droves in vain. 


4 


8 nt ee eee = 


NOTES. 


* The Water at ſuch times is too much diſcolcured for 
angling ; and the fiſh have fuch plenty of food, they often 
ſarfeit and die of over-much blood: it is frequent where 


the waters are naturally poor, and have too great fore of 
alh, e/pecially Bream, 7 —” 


M1 C0. 

Nor wants the Angler, pre-advis'd, to know 
When certain ſigns disfavouring hours foreſhow ; 2 
Ofr times he views, awarn'd by adverſe kies, 
His Fly or gliding Cork with hopeleſs eyes; 
When the dry Eat wind parches up the plain &, 


Ot the wet South pours down the drenching rain. - 


- To flatt'ring ſkies no certain credit lend, 
Nor on precarious ſigns too far depend ; 
The ſportſman oft a ruddy morning ſees, 


The air unclouded, and without a breeze, 


NOTES, 


Do This is generally thought unfavourable to the 
Angler's recreation; the ſouth wind is held the beſt of 


the four. Vet a moſt experienced lover of this art has 


recorded, for his obſervation, „let the wind fit any 
„way, if it blow not too cold and the weather prove 


« but cloudy, ſtanding on the /-a (viz. ſheltered) ſhore, 


© he would not doubt of ſucceſs.” Warr, Comp. Ang. 
P- 96. Sth Edit. 
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And pitchy clouds veil thick the dark'ning ſkies ; 


The omen iſſues in a radiant day, 


No droughts prevent him, nor intemp'rate ſhow'rs 


Temper the ſtreams, and verdure all the plains ; 
Or ſink the cork with their entangled weight, 


In ſhallow: then amid the Farming fry, 


40 ANGLING SEASONS: Ter. f 


When ſudden winds with height ning guſts ariſe, 


Then mizzly rains deſcend in ceaſeleſs mow IS, 
And ſullen Aufter ſhakes the dripping bow'rs ; 
The Anglers homeward o er the meads repaſs, 
And journey, ſad, a-through the plaſhy graſs— 


And oft when clouds a threat'ning ſtorm diſplay, | 


ARGE L, 


Happy the Fiſher, when in ſportive hours, 


When mildeſt zephyrs thro' the Ather fly, 
Or South winds ſpread their fleeces o'er the ſky, 


While vary'd ſun-ſhine and alternate rains, 


'Then fiſh riſe eager at the floating bait, 


—But warn th” unpractis 0 Angler not to ply 


Fel. I. On, THE WEATHER. © 
Leſt haply they on the hid ruin feed, | 
And of their tribes prevent the future breed: 


Thus both by turns the liſt'ning ſwain amuſe, 


Both pauſe, then each the varying ſong renews. 


LAL ET. 
When rotting weeds the thick'ning floods diſtain, 
And to the deeps retire the finny train; 
Seek, Angler, then no more th' uncertain prize, 


Enſuing froſts expect, and wintry ſkies. . 


ARGEE 


When ales firſt their pads verdures wear, 


And wormy baits the hungry Perch * enſnare, 


* 


NOT Es. 


* The Perch, naturally a bold, greedy fich, is very 
abſtemious in winter. The Curious remark, he ſeldom 
bites till the mulberry- tree buds, f. e. till extreme froſts 


are paſt, For obſerving men conjecture on this appear- 


ance the forward fruits are in no danger: From whence, 
by this tree, the Egyptians hieroglyphically expreſſed | 
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Securely then the peaceful ſtreams explore 3 


Cecas'd are the ſnows, and froſts offend no more. 


. 5 
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IF, Anglers, while the ſummer's ſports perſuade, 
Ye hope your toil with kindly hours repay'd, 
With mingling threads be artful flies deſign'd, 

Tf unprovided of the native kind; 


From ſedgy brooks the huſky cadews * bear, 


a 4 < 
—— dls 4 - 


And from the ſord the bedded worm prepare; 


1 . —— — — 7 Ae tee Y 
r 


» This wonderful inſe& is bred in little rivulets or 
ditches that intermix with larger rivers. They encloſe 
themſelves fingly, in their Nympha or Maggot-fate, in 
a caſe of bents or ſtraws (whence they are called a 
[i ſtraw-worm) condenſed with ſlime and gravel in fo 
i! curious a manner as no art can imitate; and are found 
thus, ſticking to the ſides of reeds or poſts under water, 


B! putting them into a woollen bag with ſand, wetted 
once or twice a day, they may be preſerved a fortnight 
} or more. They change into the May and other Flies 
i ſeen near the banks of moſt rivers in ſummer. — 
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The heedleſs fiſh are lur'd to tempt their fate; 


white, is a moſt approved bait for chub. 


Fei. I. On, THE WEATHER. 23 


Or watch where waſps their infant brood diſplay, 


And from their hives the ſtingleſs young * convey z 2 


Nor Jeſs may in the blended choice avail, 


To hoard the autumnal bee and dewy ſnail : 


For oft invited by the vary'd bait, 


Whether in depths retir'd obſcure they lie, 
Or leap expos'd to ſnatch the plunging fly. 
ARGEL, 


Ye Anglers, if in wintry hours ye chuſe 


By lonely floods the bending reed to uſe, 


Obſerve at Autumn, when the lab'ring ſwain 


The yielding green-ſward plows or ſandy plain, 


If crows in troops attend the paſſing ſhare, 


Purſue the track, and eye the turfs with care; 


NOTES. 


The brood of waſps and bees, eſpecially of the 


bumble kind, that breed in long graſs about Auguſt, are 


excellent baits for trout, chub, &c. and prepared in a 


flow oven, with their heads dipt in honey, for carp. The 


black ſnail alſo, with his belly opened to diſcover the 


A worm 


14 ANGLING SEASONS: Ecr. I. 
A worm within the parted clods you'll find 
Of whitiſh hue, the beetle's early kind 3 
For there the pregnant tribe their brood repoſe, 
Which when mature their parent- form diſcloſe : 
Of theſe be careful in your ſtores to place, 


A food delicious to the wat'ry race. 


NMI CO. 


Harmonious pair, ye pride of fiſher-ſwains, 
What thanks are due for ſuch unequall'd ſtrains! 


Not ſweeter ſound the whiſtling breezes make, 


Nor floods that on the rocky margin 3 


NOT ES. 


* This is a moſt excellent wvinter-bait. Gather a 
thouſand or two about Allhallon-tide, and fo till froſts, 
and with a peck or more of their own earth put into 
ſome veſſel covered warm from air, and you may preſerve 
them all winter, and take fiſh with them any time. By 
adding a little honey, a day before, they will be effec- 
tual to catch &ream and carp. In the ſame manner 
you may keep gentles alſo, and ant-flies, by waſhing the 
veſſel firſt with water and honey, and covering them with 
turfs from their own blocks. 


And 
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And lo! the while, my had have well deſign'd, 


Two wreaths, of flow'rs and fragrant myrtle twin'd, 
For either brow a rural trophy made; 

Both victors, both with equal gifts repaid, 

And if you'll teach me, if the ſkill impart, 

To fing like you, and fiſn with peerleſs =_ 
Two rods of ſmootheſt cane ſhall wait your care, 
With lines of twiſted ſilk, and pureſt hair. 

But now with me diſpend the louring night, 
Till bloomy morn renew the cheering light; 
For ſee! apace the ev'ning ſhadows riſe, 

And in clouds enwrap the ſable A : 


Your homeward courſe * twere vent” rous to purſue, 
When warning ſigns the haſt'ning ſhow” E. forcſhew ; 


Now flies the trunks of ſhadieſt trees ſurround, 


And ants are in their cloſeſt coverts found, 
The ſportful fiſh above the current ſpring, 


| And ſwallows bruſh the wave with level wing; 
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From weedy pools the croaking frogs complain, 
And flocking jays await the coming rain *; 
And fe! afar the melting ſhow'r diſtills, 

And breaks in miſts around the ſmoaking hills; 
By chearful fires the gloomy eve we'll waſte, 
And hoarded fruits ſhall yield a ſweet repaſt. 


For you two beds of river-reeds I'll ſtrew, 


Dry from the ſtream, yet green as when they grew, 


With poppies each and violet-flow'rs be ſpread, 
And hazels ſoft as wood to reſt your head; 
While winds and dripping rains a concert keep, 
And thro” the ruſsling leaves allure to ſleep, 


NOTES, 


» Theſe are general ſigns. For the natural cauſes 
conſult the philoſophers, Sir Francis Bacon, &c. 
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HE ARGUMENT. 
TWO Youths agree to ſpend a Summer's Night 
in Angling. —T heir ſetting out at Midnight deſcribed, 


with the gloomy Occurrences peculiar to the ſolemn 
twilight Seaſon. —The Melancholy of the Time and 


Place excite in one ſome tender Complaints, which his 


Companion interrupts by diſcourſe of his ſport, and 
Deſcription of the Morning breaking, that ends their 
Recreation, : © 4 5 


ECLOGUE i 
NIGHT-FISHING: 
OR, 


THE NOCTURNAL. 


RENOCK. LACO. 
| thou would'ſt the beſt of Monarchs 
praiſe, 1 1 8 1 


With BRUNSswIcE's name a thy humble ings ; 
But if the beſt of ſubjects be thy care, 


For HARRINGTON thy rural notes prepare, 
And thou, propitious to the poet's pains, 


While weightier themes thy needful ear detains, : 


Intent on gen'rous cares for Britain's weal, 


And GEORGE approves with ſmiles thy foremoſt zeal, 


Cou'd but the youth in equal ſtrains purſue 


Verſe to thy fame and to thy virtues due, 
a MY _ Thou, 


HE ARGUMENT. 


TWO Youths agree to ſpend a Summer's Night 
in Angling.— Their ſetting out at Midnight deſcribed, 
with the gloomy Occurrences peculiar to the ſolemn 
twilight Seaſon. —The Melancholy of the Time and 
Place excite in one ſome tender Complaints, which his 
Companion interrupts by diſcourſe of his ſport, and 
Deſcription of the Morning's breaking, that ends their 
Recreation, | Se 
5 0 
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E C LO GVU E I. 
NIGHT-FISHING: 
on, . 


THE NOCTURNAL. 


RENO C k. L Ado. 
x” Muſe, thou would'ſt the beſt of Monarchs 
. | 
With BRUNSswIck's name exalt thy humble lays; 
But if the beſt of ſubjects be thy care, 


For HARRINGTON thy rural notes prepare, 


And thou, propitious to the poet's pains, 

While weightier themes thy needful ear detains, | 

Intent on gen'rous cares for Britain's weal, 

And GEoRGE approves with ſmiles thy foremoſt zeal, 

Cou'd but the youth in equal ſtrains purſue 

Verſe to thy fame and to thy virtues due, 
GG Thou, 


Not diſappointed of thy fav'ring car. 


20 NIGHT - FISHING : Ecr. II. 
Thou, gen'rous patron of the tuneful throng, 
Had ſhone applauded in heroic ſong— 


Rude tho” the ay— may, haply, this appear 


4 
+ 


The ſun had half his annual courſe attain'd, 


And fummer in her height of ſplendour reign'd ; 


Young lambs did now th' accuſtom'd teat refuſe, 


And for the foodful graſs forſook CREE ewes ; 


Their earlieſt bluſh the rip'ning fruit reveal'd, 


And yellow corn began to ſpread the field, 


When two companion- ſwains by night aroſe, 


Rous'd from their leafy beds and ſhort repoſe, 


To angle till the ſun's returning beams, 


In pleaſant ſhades by Avon's s * ſilver ſtreams. 


— 


NOTES. 


A principal delightful river of Wiltſhire and Hamp- 
Hire with plenty of fiſh, running through Saliſgury, and 
emptying itſelf at Chrif-Church, ** Hampſhire (ſays 
* WaLToON) exceeds all England for ſwift, ſhallow, 
«« clear, pleaſant brooks, and ſtore of trouts, the catch- 


ing of which affords tae chiefeſt ſport to the Night 


46 > oak Conpl. Ang. p- 113, Sth Edit. „„ 
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The dolefome chimes from the age mould ring 


They labour'd to beguile the lonely way; 
Till the cloſe-flowing ſtream their roam repreſs'd, 
When RENnock thus his wiſtful friend addreſs'd, 


Eck. II. Ox, THE NOCTURNAL, 
*T was the dead twilight of the ſultry eve, 1 
When the freſh youths the ſilent village lea ve, 


Onward they haſte, and paſs with due regard 
The haunted hedge- row elms and drear church- yard. : 1 


| tow'r, 
With flow, hoarſe din rung out the midnight hour, 
While with loud chat and many a chearful lay, 


RENOCK. 


Haſte, Laco, while the midnight hour depends, 


See how the riſing Moon our toil befriends. 


Now weazels from the lowly thatch reſort, 


And on the quiet hearth the crickets ſport; 


Unſeemly toads now flock from caves beneath, 


And in rank fenns the poiſon'd Vapours ae, 


In ſolitary ſtalls the night-fly ſings, 
And beetles courſe the air with heavy wings 


Ca Deep 
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2 NIGHT-FISHING: 


EcL. II. 


Deep in the ſolace of the gloom they play, 


A race obſcure and fearful of the day. 


While filence to our ſportive taſk perſuades, 
And kindly night conceals with favouring ſhades 


Name, if thou liſt, thy peaceful ſtand to chuſe, 
. 8 6 the fit hour ſhou'd we delay to ule ? 


LACO. 


Lo! REnock, where the wand'ring current leads 


Its bending courſe along th' indented meads, 

Where ſcaly ſnoals the ſporting eddies fill, 

Here let thy practisꝰd angle prove thy ſkill. 
RENOCK. 


Or ſhall we, Laco, fince the clouding Moon 


Denies to chear the ſtill nocturnal noon, 


Shall we till morn, beneath yon bow'ry Jenn; 


Avoid the midnight blaſts and harmful dews ? 


LACO, 


Yon neighb'ring oak that o'er the current bends, 


From e * and harmful dews lands. 


There 


.... CO A I IuY N 
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There rather (ſince you ſpreading ſhades require) 
Let us to tend our watchful ſport retire. | 
K E NOK. 
| Ahl heedleſs boy ! *twas thither DIRcE firay'd, 
L By raging love and black deſpair convey'd, 
When on the fatal boughs the lighted Fair, 
At once ſurrender'd up her life and care. 
Nov nightly there her reſtleſs ghoſt complains, 
By Anglers oft deſcry'd, and watching Swains; 
Hear, Colly barks ! ! and when the barn-dogs bark, 
Some ghoſt they ſee, or goblin of the dark: 


For there the fairy train are often ſeen 


To dance at curfew o'er the moon-lov'd green; 
Deep in the baleful ſhade the glow-worm gleams, 
And breaks the ſullen gloom with chearleſs beams; 


The ſereech- ow. too is heard o'er lonely grounds, | 


Scream from the luckleſs tree with boding ſounds. 
ae 
Here then beneath the hedgy covert reſt, 
Nor farther roaming dangerouſly requeſt ; 
„„ . 1 Left 


24 NIGHT-TISHING: Ec. II. 
Left fawns that haunt the dunny woods by night, 
With hideous yell or glaring forms affright ; | 


| 
| 


Or wand'ring fires that o'er the marſhes ftray, : 

Thro' bogs and moory fens miſguide our way, 
; RENOCK. - 
Content—Lo ! here the winding ſtreams retreat, 

Nor can we wiſh a more delightful ſeat. 

Behind, theſe alders from the weather ſcreen, 
Before, the lawn preſents its lengthen'd ſcene ; 
Cloſe on that ſide trills ſoft the emptying brook, 
While this freſh woods and loping hills oerlook; 

1 © hick over head the roſe and woodbine meet, 
Uniting ſhade to ſhade, and ſweet to ſweet z 


The pea and bloomy bean their odours yield, 


And new-mown hay perfumes the fragrant neld z 
Here too the nightingale delights the meads, 
And graſhoppers chirp ſhrill amid the reeds; 
And from the pin-fold here the bleating ſheep, 
Chear the Kill twilight and divert from ſleep. 


f 


The currents murmur down the diſtant rocks, 
And zephyrs whiſp'ring ſoft amid the trees, 


While I ſtill wake with cruel cares opprelt : 


| Melt her ſoft dreams with Renxock's dying woes. 


Mark the grown trout *, on watch for nightly prey ; 


1 
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LACo. 


Pleaſing by early morn the bleating flocks, 


The gale's perfume, the echo's mimic ſound, 
The night-bird's ſong, and low of kine around; - 


In hollow banks the hum of muſt'ring bees, 


RENO ck. 


Coy Maid ! loft lovely Sweet ! ah, you can reſt, 


Bleſt pow'r of Sleep, her eye-lids gently cloſe, 


L&CO. 


Here where the turning ſtreams more ſlowly ſtray, 


| Scarce 
— NOTES. | 
The directions by WaLTon for taking this lovely 


iſh by night (when the largeſt and beſt are caught) are 
very 
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: Scarce hid he lies th' expected prize to ſeize, 
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Rous'd if the flood but dimples with a breeze. | 


RENO CR. 
Dear as the heart you break, oh] teach thy ſwain, 
Like thee to vanquiſh, or like thee diſdain: 
Fond wiſh—Ah, no] our Fates have doom'd above, 


She ne'er ſhould yield, nor I deſiſt from love. 


LAC O. 


Reſt, frogs, nor venture from your holds to rove, 


He reigns the terror of the wat'ry drove. 


NOTES, 
very curious and diverting. The tackle muſt be very 
ſtrong, his bait (when the night is dark) a large garden 
worm, or more, drawn to and fro croſs ſome dead part 
of the river that is near ſome ſwift ſtream or eddy: 
there the oldeſt and beſt trout harbour, lying near the | 
top watching the motion of any frog or water-rat that | 
ſwims between the ſky and them, if they ſee the ſurface 
but wrinkle or move ever ſo little; if the night be not 
dark, a light-coloured natural (or artificial) fly is uſed 
with the ſame certain ſucceſs, and are both accounted very 
choice ways. The reader may ſee them more particularly 
in the Compleat Angler, from p. 111 to 113. 8th Edit. 
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Ect. II. Ox, THE NOCTURNAL. 27 
| Sink, happy bait | © prove a fatal lure; 5 


"Tis done—Your wily murd'rer is ſecure. 


RENOCK. 


Happy, ye eels, who ne'er love's torment know *, 
And carp, bleſt kind, exempt from am'rous woe z 
Ye pike, a happy race, who all ſubdue, 3 
No fond deſires FO e*er endur'd by you. 
An ! like the tyrant pow'r, by whom 1 die, 


And too alike to me th' unhappy fry. 


NOTES. 

* Notwithſtanding the doctrine of equivocal gene- 
ration is long exploded, ſome ingenious men have 
imagined carp (like Virgil's bees) to be ſpontaneouſly 
produced, having caught them in ponds, where they 
aſſure us none have been conveyed. They add, ſome 
waters breed a weed called picierel, of which (they think) 
p1ke is engendered and nouriſhed, and always found in ſuch 
places, though never brought: And, that eels breed 
thus; of a certain prolific dew falling on the rivers 
banks about May or June, which is converted into theſe 

in a few days by the ſun's heat. Allowing theſe errors 
(as doubtleſs) in philoſophy, they will be thought ex- 
cuſable in the characters I apply them. 
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eee 


L Ao. 
In Love's falſe fires, like one be-whiſp'd away, 
Nor ſport he heeds—nor liſts to ought I fay— 


RENO CK. 


Yet ere thy exile, deſtin'd far to roam, 
Quits thy lov'd charms, his heart's delightful home; 
Ere I muſt ſee no more that face divine, 


Nor thofe dear eyes ! ah me, the light of mine; 


Once let my ſight on the ſweet objects dwell! 
Once let me whiſp'ring breathe a ſad ir . 
While in ſhort murmurs, in convulſive ſtarts, 
Thy poor loſt wand'rer his diſtreſs imparts— : 
The love, thy rigour ill deny'd to bleſs, 
The pangs, thy heart refuſes to redreſs. 
Ere my wild words ſhall loſe thy diſtant ear, 
Ere thy leaſt glimpſe ſhall to my eyes appear, 
While their dim orbs the dying miſts bede w, 
Take my laſt lich, chat parts with life—in you, 
2 


rr 
- 


The mounting lark begins her warbling ſongs 


All nature ſeems reviving at his ſight, 
| And ſmiling wakes to hail his amber light: 


Now ſparkling dew-drops gliſter on the graing 


See! the blue fogs beſpread the fenny ground, 


Eci, II. Ox, THE NOCTURNAE. 29 ; 
; | 
LACO. 0 -| 

Hark ! the ſhrill cock the riſing morn proclaims, 


And calls aloud to field his teath'ry dames; I | 


And gen'ral notes employ the airy throng, 

And ſee ! the ſun reveals a glimm'ring ray, 

And fireaks the bright'ning clouds with gleams 
| of days + 


And coolly breezes fan the healthſome plain. 

«© The plow-boy o'er the furrows whiftles blithe, 
&« And in the mead the mower whets his ſcythe.“ 
Shrill horns alarm the ſportſman from his dream, 


And the bells tinkle on the new-yok'd team, 


—And now a cloudy paleneſs dims the Ries, 


And floating miſts from ſteaming rivers riſe. = þ | 


And fill the chilly air with damps unſound ; 
| | | A ſultry 
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A ſultry noon the danky vapour ſhews, 

And evening plenteous of refreſhing dews. 
RENOCK. 

: No ſeaſons pleaſe when griefs the mind o'erpow'r, 

Griefs gloom alike the morn and midnight hour. 5 

Damp fall the piercing miſts, a chilling air; 

Iill chear'd by milder ſkies thy ſports forbear, 

Till from the banks exhales th* unhealthy dew 5 


At eve more blythe our paſtimes we'll renew. 


k C LOGUE Ik 
THE RIVER ENEMIES. 


To Ms. Jonun Dvuirck *. 


* Known, under the Name Silvius, for many ingenious 


— "bs 


* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


A "I . had ibis an agreeable S olitude for 
Angling, is called to by a young Fiſher, who haſtily 
craves his Aſſiſtance to recover a Trout an Otter was 
endeavouring to ſeize from him, which introduces a 
ſhort Deſcription of his hunting and taking. —The 
Stain, invited by the Occaſion, deſires, while they are 
engaged at their Sport, a Relation of what Creatures 
are moſt remarkably hurtful and deſtructive to Fiſh. 
The Recital moves in them an innocent Pity; and 
ſome Things happening unfavour able to their Paſtime, 
they ieqve it, and retire in Company. 


—— 


ECLOGUE 
THE RIVER ENEMIES. 
LINUS. AQUADUNE, 


X7ONT by the ſtream our ſportive hours to 


| ſpend, 

My youth's companion as my manhood's friend, 
To thy lov'd theme A pleas'd attention bring, 
So fill d thyſelf to judge, thyſelf to fing. 


” Young AQUADUNE, the blitheſt fiſher-ſwain 
That ever frolick'd on the mirthful plain, 
| Now ſung like him ſo ſweet; none &er was ſeen 
To dance ſo featly on the May-day green 
By chance the ſwain his early paſtime led, 
Where the clear Iſis forms her weedy bed ; 
The angler Linus, there he fiſhing found 
On a green bank, beſet with oſiers round; 
D 1 His 
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His dog, companion of his peaceful ſhade, 
Was by, and near his mirthful pipe was laid: 
Firſt AQUADUNE attentive ſilence broke 


With loud alarm, and thus accoſting ſpoke, 


AQUADUNE. 
Help, Friend! my tackle and my prey I loſe— 
See! *tis unhook'd, and flound'ring in the 002e.. 
Ah me! the lurking Otter * while we ſtay, 


Springs from the weeds, and bears my prize away. 


LINUS, 
Mopſus, o'ertake him ere he leave the ſand ; 
And bring, I charge, the robber ſafe to land. 
Ah! traytor, thou ſhalt ſoon thy boldneſs rue 


*Tis a true curr, he keeps him cloſe in view, 


NOTES, 


This amphibious, deſtructive animal to Fiſh, is 
often taken wich dogs bred for that purpoſe, and is the 
pleaſanteſt of all hunting. They are tamed when young, 
and may be made fo docile as to catch fiſh and bring 
them to land at pleaſure, Otters will travel eight, ten, 


or more miles in a night on theſe occaſions, 


n 


— ARDS M11 A090» 9 


for Barbel. 
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AQUA DUNE. 


Look ! he has hurt the dog and makes away 


No danger, Friend, we hold him ſtill at bay - 
He gripes him, ſee! and makes to landward faſt : 


— Come, be content, the thief is caught at laſt. 


AQUADUNE, 
Now, caitiff, thou ſhalt pay me for thy ſpoil, 
And thy gorg' d carcaſe dung the weedy ſoil. 


LINUS. 


There leave him, AQUADUNE, thy tinkling 
bell * 


Warns thee to heed thy buſied angle well. 


NOTES. 


* The uſe of a /nall bell at the end of the rod is 
common for large fiſh, to give notice of a bite; chiefly 


D 2 
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Nor need our ſport, which now improves amain, 


CCC 
, 7 


. Nor are they ſafe from their own kindred race: 
The Pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plain, 


With rav' nous waſte devours his fellow train, 
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AQUADUNE. 


I have him ſafe; look | 'tis a grateful prize, 


A Barbel this, and of the largeſt ſize, 


LINUS. 


Since thou, ſo {kilful in the Fiſher's art, 


And Verſe can with ſuch flowing grace impart ; 
And, fince occaſion prompts thy ſtrife, diſcloſe 
The names and numbers of the fiſhy foes ; 


Defer my wiſh, nor interrupt thy ſtrain. 


AQUADUNE. 


A thouſand foes the finny people chaſe, 


Nor fears, provok d by rage, or needy woe, 


| Ropacious to attack the common foe: - 


ker. III. TRE RIVER ENEMIES. E 


| Unaw'd, he dares the ſtream- bred Serpent lay, 
| Or from the grizzly Otter * force his prey; 
And oft the ſhepherd's dog, amid the flood, 

He fierce affails—ſo wild his thirſt of blood. 

Yet howſoc'er with raging famine pin'd, 

The Tench + he ſpares, a ſalutary kind, 

For when by wounds diſtreſt or ſore diſeaſe, 
He courts the fiſh, ee for eaſe, 
Cloſe to his ſcales the kind phyſician glides, 

And ſweats a healing balſam from his ſides. 


NOTES. 


* Ingenious War Ton obſerves, a Pike in his height 
of hunger will fight the Otter for a prey he has taken, 
as he will in ſuch extremity attempt a dog or any cattle 
that come near his haunt to drink, nay ſometimes Man 


| himſelf. Comp. Ang. p. 128-9, 8th Edit. where each f 


the facts 1 1s confirmed. 


+ The Tench, from the foulneſs of his reſidence and 
feeding (delighting in pits and among weeds) is reckoned 
but unwholeſome meat, though much eſteemed by foreign 
phyſicians, and uſed in outward medical applications 
with great ſucceſs. Rondeletius writes, he ſaw at Rome 
an extraordinary cure done by hing them to the feet 
of a very ſick patient. | 2 

N i Hence, 
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Hence, too, the Perch, a like voracious brood, 


"> F orbears to make this gen'rous race his food. 

Whether a loathing to his taſte reſtrain, 
Or when devour'd he proves his deadly bane, 

Whate'er his wond'rous abſtinence engage, 
A ſecret inſtinct ſtill with- holds his rage; 
Tho' on the common drove no bounds it finds, | 
But ſpreads unmeaſur'd waſte thro? all their kinds, 
Nor leſs the greedy Trout and glutleſs Eel, 


Inceſſant woes and dire deſtruction deal; 


In wat'ry dens the lurking Craber * preys, 


- i F 
And, in the weeds, the wily Otter lays ; 


| The ghaſtly Newt in muddy ſtreams annoys, 
And in ſwift floods the felly ſnake deſtroys ; 


Toads for the ſwarming fry forſake the "So ts 


: 
| And croaking frogs deyour the render ſpawn, 


NOTES 


* The V. ater-Rat. 


i "+ Tors diſtinguiſhes Water and Land-Toads, as 
1 well as Frogs, that greatly GY the Weed of fiſh, 
. eſpecially Carp. 
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LINUS, 


' Thele to the wat” ry province all belangt 


Or live at large, a mixt amphibious throng z 


Man only of the earth's diſtinguiſh'd breed 


With reſtleſs ſpoil conſumes their hapleſs ſeed z 
Why cruel, has thy rude unpitying mind, 
So wild a waſte, ſuch ſtores of death 4 Z 
The Trout-Spear * firſt thy murd'rous art devis'd, : 
And num'rous ſhoals are by thy ſnares ſurpriz'd. 
The finny wand'rers none thro* every flood, 


Their loſt companions mourn and ravag'd brood ; 


The diſappointed Angler hopeleſs ſeems, 


Amid drain'd waters and unpeopled ſtreams, 
His plaintive ſongs by ev'ry flood refound, 


And uſeleſs lie his idle rods around: 


NOTES 


There is an odd, and very unfair way of night- 
fiſhing for Trout practiſed in Hamphire, by the help of 
lighted ftraw diſcerning the fiſh, and then darting a 


barbed ſpear into his head. 
| D 4 
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AUA DUNE. 


What kind more harmleſs than the finny train 5 


Nor is the Angler by their treaſon lain, 


Nor beaſts with ſavage appetite they chaſe, 


Nor wreak their fury on the feath'ry race; 


All ſafe amid the wat'ry kingdom rove, 


Nor dread commotion from th' inhoſtile drove; 
Yet neither, habitants of land nor air, 
(So ſure their doom) the fiſhy numbers ſpare : 


NOTES. 


Pr. Doxns in his Progreſs of the Soul, 29th. 
Sonnet, has a reflection of this ſort, from whence I have 
taken the hint, viz. | | 

I any Kind ſubject to rape like Fiſh ? 

Ill unto Man, they neither do nor wiſh. 

Fiſher's they kill not, nor with noiſe awake—= 
They do not hurt, nor ſtrive to make a prey 
| Of beafts, nor their young Sons to bear away. 
Fowls they purſue not, nor do undertake | 
To ſpoil the Neſts induſtrious Birds do make. 
Yet them all theſe unkind Kinds feed upon, 
Jo kill them is an Occupation, 0 
And Laws make Lents and Faſts for their DeſtruRtion. 


The 
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The Swan, fair regent of the ſilver tide, 

Their ranks deſtroys, and ſpreads the ruin wide; 
The Duck her offspring to the river leads, 

And on the deſtin'd fry inſatiate feeds; 

| On fatal wings the pouncing Bittern ſoars, 

— And wafts her prey from the defenceleſs ſhores z 
The watchful Halcyons to the reeds repair, 
And from their haunts the ſcaly captives bear; 

5 Sharp Herns and Corm' rants too their tribes oppreſs, 
A harraſs'd race, peculiar i in diſtreſs ; 


Nor can the Muſe enum' rate all their foes, 


Such is their fate, ſo various are their woes. 


LINUS. 
Sweet doſt thou carol, Swain, thy voice more tweet 
Than waves that o'er the rolling pebbles beat; 
zT Not oſiers tun'd by winds can match thy ſtrain, 


Nor ſickles ſounding on the reaping grain. 


j — AQUADUNE. 
Our ſports, O Lixus, with our ſongs give o er, 


Let's not inereaſe the ruin we deplore. | 
„ Already 
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Already ſee, our toils are well repaid, 

While to refreſhment now the hours perſuade ; 
Nor longer round the bait the cheven play, 

But feed at nee and dif, perſe away, 

A ruffling gale from ſhore begins to riſe, 

And clouds hang heavy i in the ſhow” ry Kies; 
Weeds from the flood-gates borne the current fil, 


And oO ſets to work the lab'ring mill, 


ECLOGUE W 


THE SEA SWAINS. 


To the Rev. Dr. THOMAS BIR CE, 


Secretary 2 Hy, Royal Society, 
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THE ARGUMENT, 


A Company of Fiſbers, forced by bad Weather, take 
Harbour up a ſhady Creek, where they divert and 
refreſh themſelves, An aged Swain (at their Requeſt) 
entertains them with a Song in Praiſe of their humble, 
happy Profeſſion, in which, by a deſigned Variety, he 

paſſes to the different | wonderful Properties of ſome 

Rivers, and of ſeveral curious, remarkable Sea-Fiſh; 
and, by Occaſion ſuitable to his Subject, introduces the 
Epiſodes of Arion and Glaucus—but is interrupted 

by the return of a Calm, which invites them back to 
their Employments, 


Too mix in paſtimes with the harbour'd crew: 


KCLOGUE In 
THE SEA SWAINS. 


1 F, BIRCH, diſmiſs'd awhile from ſtudious cares, | 
= The favour'd Muſe thy peaceful leiſure ſhares, 4 


Deep-letter'd Clerk, Oh! vers'd in ev'ry art, 
With Candour read what F riendſhip bids impart. 


By a cloſe creek, with ſhelt'ring rocks confin'd, 


While the ſeas echo'd to the vexing wind, 


Old Chromis in his dancing boat withdrew, 


Here, while their oars the idle nets ſuſtain, N 1 


Drove from their labours on the madding main, 


The Fiſber- Sire, in {kill experienc'd long, HE, i 
The Youths now challenge for his promis'd Song. | 
In a ſtill ſhade they fat, with garlands crown'd, 

And the free rundlet went its cheary round, 
| When 
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Harbour up a ſhady Creek, where they divert and 


and, by Occaſion ſuitable to his Subjef, introduces the 


I 
their Employments, | | | 


THE ARGUMENT. 


A Company of Fiſhers, forced by bad I, eather, take 


refreſh themſelves, An aged Swain (at their Requeſt ) 
entertains them Wi tha Song in Praiſe of their humble, 
happy Profeſſion, in which, by a deſigned Variety, he 
paſſes to the different wonderful Properties of ſome 
Rivers, and of ſeveral curious, remarkable Sea-Fijh 3 


Epiſades of Arion and Glaucus—but is interrupted 
by the return of a Calm, which invi tes them back to 


= | — — —— 8 | | — | i | 
'KCLOGUE MK 
THE SEA SWAINS. 


F, Bircn, diſmiſs'd awhile from ſtudious cares, 
The favour'd Muſe thy ese leiſure ſhares, 

Deep- letter d Clerk, Oh vers'd in ev'ry art, 

With "IN als read what Friendſhip bids impart, 


By . cloſe creek, with ſhelt' ring rocks confin'd, 
| While the ſeas echo'd to the vexing wind, 
Old Chramis in his dancing boat withdrew, 
To mix in paſtimes with the harbour'd Crew : 
Here, while their oars the idle nets ſuſtain, 
Drove from their bonne on the madding main, | 
The Fiſber-Sire, | in {kill experienc'd long, 
The Youths now challenge for his promis'd Song. 
In a till ſhade they ſat, with garlands crown'd, 
And the free rundlet went its cheary round, 
„ When 
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| Who ſhares, like him, what bounteous Nature 
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When, peerleſs in his art, the Father-Swain, 
Melodious—thus appay'd th' expected ſtrain, 


Happy the Fiſher's life and humble ſtate, 
Calm are his hours, and free from rude debate; 


No reſtleſs cares he knows of ſordid gain, 


Nor ſchemes, that rack the moiling ſtateſman's 


brain, 
Fearleſs in ſhades he takes his healthy dreams, 


And labours, mild, amid refreſhing ſtreams, 


Or on the quiet ocean tries his oar 


Or ſings in tempeſts on the ſhelt'ry ſhore. 


His boat a cabbin yields, his fails a bed, 
And ready fruits his homely table ſpread : 


While berries, which th' unrifl'd trees produce, 
Refreſh his kindly thirſt with plenteous juice; 


Or cluſt'ring grapes their liquid treaſures bring, 


| Cool-temper'd from the neighbour-running ſpring, 


yields; 


T he gifts of rivers, and 4 ſweets of fields; 3 


Ev'n 
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Evn all is his where'er he wanders round, 


And age with undiminiſh'd vigour crown'd. 


He ſung the Dolphin next, a grateful name, 
By lov'd Arimn's flor known to fame, | 
He, 8 artiſt, with his magic lay, 
Could the ſtream's rapid tide encaptiv'd ſtay. 
The Wolf and Lamb, the Hare and courſing Hound, 
Warm in full chace, ſtop'd liſt'ning to the ſound, 
With the dread Owl the Daw no longer ſtrove, 
And by the Hawk unfearful perch'd the Dove. 
Him homeward voy' ging, the rapacious crew, 

F Fe ſordid gold wats threaten'd death purſue: 
When the ſad ſuppliant thus“ Nor life to gain 
4 ] ſue, but leave to tune one fun'ral ſtrain.” 
With ſoft'ning tones he ſtrikes the mournful {trings, 
His melting lay th' attentive Dolphin brings, 
Whom ſtraight to leap he vent 'rouſly aſſay d, 


While thro? the waves triumphant airs he * . 
Charm'd with his notes, and paſſive to his kw. 


The wat'ry native bore him ſafe to land. 
8 2 | Ki Pleas'd 
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| oper Hungary, noted in Gordon” 8 Geograph. Gram. 
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| Pleas'd with his gratitude, the Sire of Gods 


The Fiſh tranſlated from his parent-floods; 
Bid him a ſacred conſtellation riſe, 
And in nine glitt ring ſtars poſſeſs the _ | 


Thus ſung the. Sage—and whence the F iſhers_ 
ſprung, 


| And of their arts, and of their loves he ſung. 


Of rivers then, how ſome deſcending flow 


Engulph'd and ſwallow'd by the earth below x. 


How ſome to ſtone the tender entrails chill 4, 


Or paſſing fowls with pois'nous vapours kill f. 
+ - ' NOTES. 
* Such as Tigris, Eridanus and Anns (now Guadiana) 


in Spain, of which the inhabitants boaſt they feed a flock 


of ſheep upon a bridge. The like is ſaid of our Mole 
in Surry, near Leatherhead ; though controverted in the 
Tour of England, (2 vols. dro.) and otherwiſe ac- 
counted for. 


+ Many waters are of a petrifying nature: the river 
Selarus, one near Sens in Champaign, a well by Loches in 
Tourraine, Armagh in Ireland, and near Lutterworth, and 


at Bungay in Norfolk. See FINS s Hift. of F —_— and 


F laidity. 


1 The ancient "7 Avernus and A4/þhaltis are re- 
marked for this, Likewiſe two extraordinary wells in 


Of 
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Of ſprings that ſympathiſe with muſic's force &, 

| Dance to its trains, and bubble from their ſource; 
Yet calmer murmur as the notes decay, 
And ceaſe their motion with the fniſh'd lay. 
What various tribes to Ocean's realms belong 

He taught, and number'd is his changing ſong: 
How wand'ring from the Main, the Salmon broods 


Their ſummer pleaſures ſeek i in freſher floods ; 


Unlike the Eel, who once to Onan borne, 


Prefers the ſal:rie wave, nor ſeeks return. 
With ſtrength incredible, the ſcaly race 
O'er rocks and weires their upward: paſſage trace; 
Bent head to tail in an elaſtic ring, | 
| Safe ofer the ſteepeſt precipice they ſpring. 
In Tivy's ſtream, a rock of antient fame 
Still bears of Salmon-leap th* according name. 
But when from winter's cold they back retire, 
And warmer holds i in Ocean's courts require 
If then prevented by the fiſher s wile, 


Who waits th' unfriended wand'rers to beguile, 


x . 


* The /pring Elufina, mentiened by Ariftotle. 
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Some 
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Some heedleſs rover ſtrays detain'd behind, 

Still to the flood unwillingly confin'd, 

Trbe lonely fiſh conſum'd with pining grows, 
And griſtley beaks his hard' ning mouth encloſe: 

| Vet in the briny ſurge ſoon wear away, 


And his . ſcales recover'd health diſplay 


Of Hermit Fiſh æ he next employ'd his Sonia, 
That live retir'd within the bottom-main, 

And in ſome vacaut ſhell diſpend their age, 

5 Sthdious to ſhun the weather's varying rage. 
Of Fiſh that oft their native ſeas forſake r, 

And thro' the air a wingy pgs make; 


NOTES. 


c dead fiſhes ſhell, dwelling alone, and turning it occa- 
ſionally to avoid the 1 injuries of wind and weather. 


+ The Flying-Fifb, purſued by the Bonetoe or Albe- 
core, takes to the air till her wings growing dry, ſhe is 


taken at riſing by the Sea Fowl, who wait buſily to prey 


this 


PP en rl en no ndwonſy — — — * — 


When 


* It is related at a certain age he takes poſſeſſion of a 


- 
3 8 eee eee. 
4 


obliged to return to her watry element. They are often 


en them, as on their deſcent by the Bonetoe. More of 
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When ſwift Bonetoes chaſe *em for their food, 
And from the deep compel the harraſs'd brood ;— 
Hemp dull Remoras * ſtop the veſſel's force, 
With magic fetters in its wat'ry courſe ; 
Who cleaving to its bottom, firmly bind 


The bark immoveable by wave or wind :— „ 


| Then ſung how Cuttles + from their mouths ; diſplay 
| The wiley bait to draw the nibbling prey ; 
While bury'd in th' obſcuring ooze they lie, 


To ſeize ſecurely on th* unwary fry : 


this and other remarkable Fiſh is in the Jeſuits page fo 
Siam, ingenious and very entertainingly wrote, 1683, 
p- 29, 30. 


* This ancient Fable has given riſe to a familiar pro- 
verbial figurative laying. 


+ Montaigne in his Eſſays calls this ds Sa- A 
and ſays, ſhe caſts a long gut from her mouth reſem- 
bling his line as ſhe lies hid in the gravel, and draws 

the ſmall fiſh that bite ſo near that, ſhe can leap upon and 
devour them. 
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How the hot Sargus, with licentious flames, 


Purſues on ſhore the goat's complying dames * 3 


And how the conſtant Mullet with her mate 
Sequeſter'd lives, and follows to his fate +. 

And thou, O Glaucus! now of Rank confeſt, 
In Neptune's court of demi-rule poſſeſt, 
What wond'rous herbs thy myſtic change began, 


And form'd the dread Immortal of the Man 


To the known ſhore the proſp'rous Fiſher * 


When 
NOTES, 


* TH adult'rous Sargus does not change alone 
Wives ev'ry day, but ſtill to wand' ring prone, 
As if the honey of ſea- love delight | 
Could not ſuffice his ranging appetite, 
Sports with the She-Goats on the graſſy ſhore, 
Horning their huſbands, that were horn'd before. | 
Dubartas. Waltor's Comp. Angl. p. 25, 8th Edit. 


+ But in chaſte love the Mullet all outvies, 
For when her Mate the Fiſher makes his prize, 
Mad, to the ſhore ihe follows in deſpair, 
In life and death reſolv'd his fate to ſhare. 
Ibid. p. 26. 


N T he Sas is yes of the Bird Porphiro in Alian. 


Fer. VL. THE SEA SW AINS. 33 | 
When ſudden o'er the ſlipp'ry turf they glide, 
(The earth familiar as their native tide) 5 
And ſwim, a riddling prodigy on land ; 


| | Launch to the ſeas, and ſcape his eager hand. 


Surpriz'd he ſtood : and while with curious haſte. 


CAT Ad ages as gs r 222 . 
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He plucks the herbage and informs his taſte, 

A ſhiv'ring horror ſeiz'd his inmoſt heart, 
| . And inſtant change ſucceeds thro' every part: 
His beard, that late with ſilver curls was s ſeen, 
Now took the tincture of the oeean green; 
His Py limbs outſpread a larger ſpace, 
| And oozy locks his azure ſhoulders grace ; 
|: The Pow'rs of Seay admit him to their train, 
Decreed a portion of their liquid reign; 
ut firſt, myſterious rites they doom, enjoin'd 
To purge the groſs alloy of Human Kind, 
And nine times bid him plunge in floods profound; 
An hundred floods ruſh upward at the ſound, 


And nine times bear him thro” their dreary plains : 


Purg'd of the human mixture's faint remains. 


E33 a 


54 
Acknowleg'd, to the Ocean-Courts he came, 
And only of the Mortal keeps the Name. 


The ſkilful Bard the Scolopendra's guile : 
Diſclos d, and how he voids the barby wile 
His entrails forth emitting, to regain 
His freedom, and uproot the ſticking bane : 
Then ſings the Sea Adonis +, peaceful brood, 
No prey purſuing, nor of ought purſu'd, 

An inoffenſive, unoffended race, : 

The pride and wonder of the wat'ry ſpace. 
More had he ſung: when lo | the ſtormy blaſt 
Grew huſh'd, and murmur'd to a breeze at laſt; 
Faſt and more faſt the leſs ning waves decline, 
And birds of calm frequent the level brine : 
Freſh for their toils they take the favouring gale, 


And ſeaward hoiſt 2 the ſpeeding ſail. 


| N OT E 8. 
+ Alan (Treatiſe of Living Creatures, lib. 16) 


writes, the Adonis or Sea-Darling is ſo loving and inno- 


cent a Fiſh, he hurts nothing that has life, and is at 


peace with the numerous inhabitants of that vaſt watry 
element. 
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ECLOGUE 
RENOCK's DESPAIR. 


An Imitation of MI LTORx's Lycidas, 


[nſcribed to the Right Hon. the CounTEss of 


HERTTORD. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


This E clogue i is of private Contern, and contains an 


amorous Soliloguy of a ſlighted Swain, the ſame who 


is introduced with a Complaint of his unſucceſsful 
Paſſion in the Second Eclogue (as Spenſer more than 
once introduces his unhappy Colin with a well-known 
perſonal Meaning ).—The Poet here, in reſpef to the 


ancient Birth-Place of his Family, ( whoſe Name in the 
Female Line he has made his Lover perſonate) has 


fingled out upon this | Occaſion a particular Scene of 
Action. | 


=? 


E GIL. OGH 
RENO CK's DESPAIR. 


An Imitation of M1L.ToN's Lycidas. 


That HERTFORD® with approving ſmiles may hear. 


If ſhe approve, let envying Criticks blame ; 

Her ſmile is Fortune, and her notice Fame: 
7 It ſhe commend, what cenſure can'ſt thou fear | [ 
Begin, and not ungrateful be the Verſe ! 
And you, where moſt delight the Theſpian maids, 
With the free hours, and dallyiug Loves, to uſe, 


Your ſuccours lend—ye gliding rivers clear,, 


Bright ſunny plains, and woods embrown with 


ſhades, 


* Afterward Dutcheſs of Somerſet. | 


NCE let my Reed ambitious ſtrains rehearſe, 
O lend thy aid, ſweet Lycid's peerleſs Muſe ; ; 
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38 RENOCK's DESPAIR. Ee. v. 
And whatſoever may my ſong adorn: 
Ye flow'r-enamel'd meads of various hues, 


Freſh morn, and ſcorching noon, and midnight dews. | 


Begin —A lowly ſwain, of mind forlorn, 


Young RENOCK, he, a hapleſs Fiſher-Swain, 


Unpity'd pin'd for lovely STELLA coy. 

1 Deſpairing pin'd the lighted, abſent Boy; 

by For the was of the haughty city train, 

ba | And of her hate he thus began complain.— 

4 While ſtreaming Soar * his ſilver current led, 

|: Faſt by his cave, and all his ſhores along, 

The gentle echo bore the mournful ſong. 

54 And now hot noon her ſultry banner ſpread, 
And to the woods were hied the rural throng ; 
But ſolitude he choſe to ſooth his pain— 

Too wild his pain for ſolitude to ſooth, 


Such was his love ! and ſuch was her diſdain ! 


NOTES. 


* A 1 river in Leiceſterſpire, riſing near the 
ancient Roman Watling-Way, and paſling into Trent by 
Mount-Soar-Hall, the ſcene of this Eclogue.. 
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O STELLA fair! of | faireſt moſt unkind, 

And Jof trueſt lovers moſt diftreft ! 

To whom ſhall I my ruthleſs fate deplore; 
Thou, far away, art ſenſeleſs to my care, 
While hopeleſs thy unſoft'ning ſcorn J rue, 

And ſigh my wild-plaint to the ſcatt'ring air 

And hurrying floods Vet theſe more melt than you, 
Theſe with kind n my woes return; $5 
Air can lament in winds, can weep in dew, 
The hurrying flood in murmurs bring relief, 

In plaintive murmurs from his troubled urn 3 


But thou art cold to love, as deaf to grief. 


All in this ſtream my luckleſs fate I view, 
My luckleſs fate which never ſhall amend ; 

As he the flying Trent does ftill purſue, 
While ſhe flies faſt in her coy-winding maze, 
And to new loves her dallying arms diſplays ; 
So I in fruitleſs ſearch my life diſpend. | 
Yet neighbouring nymphs me not uncomely deem, 


Nor of my Fiſher-Peers for tuneful lays 2 
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Am I unfam'd ; by Sowing Thames's ſtream, 


My native ſtream, oft heard with kindling praiſe : 
Unhappy me ! that ever there I came, 
Or view'd thy face, and fed this hopeleſs flame ; 
Tho' thou unmindful oft haſt ſpoke me fair, 
And ſeem'd to love, ah me, deceiv'd ! how well, 
Than Wolf or Pike more fell; | 
With lives of foes their brutal rage FAR tame, 


But thou, than ſavage kind more cruel grown, 


Prey ſt on a heart which love had made thy own. 


O cold as morning dews, as mid-day bright, 


And more than primroſe ſweet, than daiſy white, 
| Softer than down that on the thiſtle grows, 
Which ripe September gives the frolic wind, ol 
And cruel as the thorn that arms the roſe, © 
Muſt I unpity'd ever wail my woes, 

Thy lips all pouting, and thy brow ſevere; 
While ſeornful of my fate and abject pine. 
You, to my grief, withhold a ſoft'ning ear. 
All ignorant, ah! little doſt thou know, 
How Gods have ſuffer'd rural wile below, 


And 


ker. v. RENOCK's DESPAIR 6x | 
And Goddeſſes have ſoop'd to bible plains. 


Phorbus and Bacchus, each a pow r divine, 
By fields of Ida tended woolly droves ; "Th 
| Adonis, tho” to fleecy flocks uptrain'd, 
The Queen of Love, enchanted with his grace: 


And young Iaſius, and Ei fair, 
Each ſhar'd a lovely Deity's embrace, 


Nor lovely Deities the bliſs diſdain' d. 
For him bright Ceres left her harveſt care 
i 0 ſport in twilight ſhades of ſecret bow'rs; | 
And oft the Moon came down from courts above 
To meet her darling Swain in midnight hours ; 
Careſs'd, was claſp'd, and mixt in mutual love. 
On ſtately oaks neglected acorns grow, 
While the priz'd ſtrawberry lurks in buſhes low, 
And coſtly pearls oft ſhrowd in coarſeſt ſhells b 
The little Laach * the Barbel Tits excels 
- Ts 9 = 
NOTES . 
* The Stone-Loach, a ſmall and inconfiderable Fiſh, 
has been eſteemed by phyſicians ſo much for its innocent 


and nutritive food as, to be allowed to perſons in fevers, 
and 
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For wholeſome uſe and more intrinſic grace; 
Tno' mean his form, and they a comely race. 


Too Fair, miſdeem it not employment rude, 
In ſhapely rods to fit the caney reeds, 
With * fingers oft the web to ply, 
And weave in ſilken folds the mimic fly; 
To twiſt in equal links the knotty lines, 
And chaſe the graſhopper on dewy meads. 


Or, might the tendance of my wormy brood 


Thy cares engage, to mark when ſickly ſigns * 
The little tribe's approaching fate foreſhew, 


To ſee their moſly paſtures oft renew'd, 


And drop the balmy cream's all-healing dew : 


NOTES 


and other dangerous diſtempers. The Barbel, on the 
| other hand, is not ſo good as he ſeems, having, in ſpawn- 
ing ſeaſon particularly, proved ſo hurtful as ſometimes 
to have endangered the lives of the eaters, 


| * When the knot i in the middle of the Reandling or 
Red-Worm ſwells, he is ſick. A little cream dropt on 
them at times will recover them (their moſs being often 
| changed). An egg beaten in the cream and boiled in it, 
it will both preſerve them long, and fatten them, | 
| - Here, 
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Here, what ſoft pleaſures might thy youth detain 
With thouſand charms, the ſhade of thick-wood : 

groves, . 

Smooth plains and iy aun hills around, 
The crew of Fiſhers and their harmleſs loves, 
The fountain-falls and rivers murm'ring ſound, 

| And all the treaſures of their finny droves 
That in the clear flood's s branchy windings [party | 
And bowery chambers of his oozy court. 
The Tench, and here the ſpeary Perch delight, 
Envermill'd all with fins of roſy red, 
And Pike enchas'd with ſpots of ger x 
Brown Grayling, and the Salmon's wan | 
trains, 
With flaunting Trout, beſet with gaudy fink 
And Eels with pearly creſts and wave - coats green. 
Nor Proteus ſelf, beneath his coral rock 
Rul'd fairer ſtreams, or fed more num'rous flock—. 


Me ev'ry kind amid the wat ry float, | 


i Familiar - 
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Familiar 1 accuſtom'd to my call &, 


Who from my hand will take their us'd repaſt - 


Woe's me !- what bitter griefs my life enthral. 


Whilom all pleaſure did my mind entrance, 


The noon-tide ſong, the ev'ning's mirthful dance, 


Or on the lea the ſporting Fiſh to note; 


For 


* Pliny writes of Fiſh that would appear when called 
by their particular names. An honeſt gentleman of great 
veracity and credit has reported, that Carp would repair 


to ſome parts of a pond, where they have been uſed to be 
fed, at the ſound of a drum or ringing of a bell. Mar- 


tial, Lib. iv. Epig. 30. confirms Pliny's aſſertion, oak 
ing of the Emperor's Fiſh-Ponds. 


| Piſcator, fuge, ne nocens recedas. 
Sacris piſcibus he natantur undæ, 


Dui norunt Dominum, Manumgue lambunt 


Tam — 
Duid quod Nomen 4 et ad Magiftri 


Vecem quifſque ſui venit citatus. 


Raſh Angler, here thy guilty ſport forbear, 

Theſe finny Natives are a Monarch's care ; 

The gentle kind obey his known command, 

And feed familiar from his ſporting hand ; 

Each has his name, which, ſeverally, they hear, 
And to their owner's ſummons ftrait appear. 
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For Otter-Foes the weedy ſpell * to ſet, 

To bait the hooks; and ſpread the tangling net; 
Or with my ſmall oar drive my ruſhy boat. 
„ never more ſhall mirth and mixt delight 
With dalliance free my eaſy hours deceive, 

The ſong at noon, the dance at leiſure eve, 
Or fiſh diſporting on the wat'ry lea, 

To feed my fry and watch their haunts by nights 
Or drive my ruſh-boat with my lender oar, 
The hooks to bait, to ſpread the tangling net, 
Or weedy ſpeils for Otter-Foes 10 ſet, 


Paſt mirth and uſual ſports can pleaſe no more. : 


ALL as a Swain, who fcorch'd with fummet- 
heat, 
Seeks the kind ſtream of ſome cool river clear; 


NOTES. 


The Herb Henlone hung near the Otter's haunts, is 
thought to drive him away; the ſenſe of this Creature 
being ſo very exquiſite, that, if we may credit Ggſner, 
he can ſmell a fiſh forty furlongs in the water. See more 
- Note Eclogue II. 
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© 66 RENOCK” $ DESPAIR. Ecl. V. 


If n the flow of Iimpid brook her meet 


With bord'ring ſhade, and waters murm'ring ſweet, 


Where ſhining pebbles thro? the waves appear, 


Leahy in, and thinks the treach'rous bottom near, 


But finds no reſt for his deluded feet ; 
So I, by Love betray'd and F ortune croſt, 


Truſt to her charms, and in the ſnare am loſt. 


Yet nought knew I her ſmiles ſuch woe foretold, 
Or that ſuch falſehood wore ſuch fair array. 
When ruddy Wincopipes * their leaves unfold, 
They ſure betide the ſwain a ſunny day; | 


Black . the _, and ſhades the night forcſhew; 


Ah! now 1 read my hapleſs doom too true : 


For, as I late freſh flow'rs in garlands bound 


For thy unwilling brows ; from left- band groves, 


Thrice croak'd th' ill-boding crow with lucklef i 
lound, © 

And every tree betray'd our dying loves. 

5 5 „ | This 

NOTES. 0 


'* A ſmall*flower with red leaves, mentioned by Sir 


Francis Bacon in his Natural Hiſtory, which if it open 
in the morning is taken for a ſign of fair weather. 
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This elm fo ſtrait, on which I grav'd my name, 


And on his circling ivy mark'd out thine, _ , 


Now with'ring hangs his head, now drops his leaves, 


And in his aſh-pale trunk his ſick arms folds; 
Yet ſtill the ivy green her freſhneſs holds, 
Nor from her huſband's grief wan change receives; 


Too ſure you do our deſtinies divine, 


For ſuch her caſe, and ſuch diſquiet mine. 


See! from the cottage tops the curling ſmoke 
Of ev'ning fires enwreaths the quiet air, 
While labour'd hinds expecting ſupper food, 
At eaſe are ſet beneath the broad-ſeer-oak, - 
Or vacant ſport with many a free-nymph fair; 
The kine unyok'd o'er their graz'd paſtures brand, 
And ſheep bleat low within their wicker coun 
All with the ſetting ſun make haſte to reſt ; 


Ah! can he leave me only thus unbleſt ! 


N o blith-birds-ditties thro” the ſtill-wood ring, 
| Save where the Nightingale with ſolemn notes, 
Fa. : Charms 
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68 RENO cE's DESPAIR, Eck. v. 

Charms the late eve from her nigh willow bough, 

Me, near reſembling in her plight diſtreſt, 
And much too like, alas! our hard fates now, 
BY While our ſad loves all night we darkling ſing. 
Mean time to the merk gloom trip faſt along 
The wood-nymph bevy and ſwart fairy bands, 
And the Gubin throng, 


With each drear ſhape that lives in mildew blight, 


| And ev'ry blue fog of the ſpongy air, | 


Oft do I view 'em from the hilly lands 

Ere the fled Cock rings his ſhrill matin clear, 

Or toiling Hind loath leaves his dawn-woke dream; 
But death ſhall finiſh ſoon my woe ſevere, 

And gently lead me with his kind cold hand : 

Nor ſhall I long without 4 grave be laid, 

| The birds I know will ſpread a friendly ſhade ; 

The little N with a decent care, 

Shall in his beak the leafy cov'ring bear, 

With kind regard and piteous plaint, ſhall ſtrew 


The mournful willow and deep-ſhading yew; 


There 


Fer, v. RENO CE's DESPAIR 69 
There ev'ry eve the Nightingale forlorn, e | 
Shall ſadly to the neighb'ring echo mourn. 


—— Fiſher-Swains and River-Maids adieu, | 


And all ye finny droves, a long farewel : 

I go, your pleaſures never more to view, 

Never, O never ſha!l we meet anew— 

Ah me | that ſcreaming Raven rung my knell! 
PI! to ſome ſteepy cliff tranſport me trait, 

And from its height my hated body throw, 
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Or in the floods deep-down convey my woes, 
Or on ſome tree ſuſpend my wretched weight, 
For never can I bear ſuch cruel fate. 

Vet ſhall my ghoſt not reſt, at midnight ſtill 
With loud lament the lonely groves I'II fill; 1 
The lonely groves, and you where! er you lie, | 
Deep vales and ev 'ry river-ſkirting hill, 


Hear and be witneſs true; 


Ye pearly ſprings and falling fountains blue, 


Ah! witneſs how for STELLA's ſcorn I die. 
So up he roſe him by the moon-beams pale, 


While the hoarſe flood kept moan and echoing night, 
1 | His 
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His ſteps faſt bending to the wat' ry dale. 
And now the morn with ſtreaks of ſaffron light 


Gan flow on the tipt mountain's brow to play, 


And the prime lark ſung out her ſprightly lay, 

And noon had brought her mirthful hour of day, 

Vet nought might him to gentle peace excite: 

Till, with un willing ſleep, he ſunk oppreſt— 

Ceaſe my rude pipe thy ſtrain, and let him ſweetly 
reſt, 
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THE ARGUMENT, 


Myzror. and. T HELGON, deſired hb a Felloꝛu- 
Stain to ſing, alternately, regite ſeveral ſhort and haſ?y 
Ditties on Subjects which ſeem to occur moſt ſudden 
and accidental without Order or Deſign ; the laſt of 
each, in fame Sort, being a Second or Counter-Part to 
that recited by his Companion ; ; chiefly deſcriptive, 0% 
briefly relating to the Nature and Breed of Fiſh, their 


Haunts and Feeding, with other intermingled ruſtic 


Reflections of a Piſcatory Kind, Which done, they 


are ſeverally commended, and rewarded for ther 


1 Sin ; and ſo friendly depart. 
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ECLOGUE. Wh 
THE ANGLERS SONGS. 


ALBIO. MYRTOL, THELGON. 
ALBIO. 

| 8 MrrrTorL, ſkilfull'ſt deem'd of Fiſher- 

Swains, 

| And THELGON next ſupply alternate ſtrains ; 

In matchleſs lays your matchleſs voices try, 

Sing, Myxxor, firſt, the Angler will reply; 

To him by right the leading ſtrains belong, 


With art can THELGON fit his under-ſong. 
MYRTOL. 
Me, dappled Trout in cryltal floods delight, 


And wiley Carp, with golden ſcales bedight, _ 
| By 


74 THE ANGLERS SONGS. Ec. VI. 


By murm'ring ſtreams (ſweet are the murm'ring 5 
ſtreams) 

; Loves my blithe Muſe to have her rural themes! 

The ſofteſt echo there, the freſheſt breeze, 

The ſinging Swain, and noon-ſpent Angler pleaſe. 


THELGON. 
Sweet are the murm'ring {treams—'tis ſweet to 
dwell. 
Where hilly woods furround my lonely cell ; 
A ſunny g garden . its little ſides, | 
Soft by whoſe ſkirts the pearly Medtvay glides ; 
Here hony'd woodbines bloom, a native bow'r, 


And herbs of ev'ry leaf and ev'ry fow'r. 


MYRT OL. 


O, LALAGUNE, unquiet ſeas forſake, 
And here with me a milder dwelling make. 
What ſport can'ſt thou purſue, what pleaſurc find 


On rugged rocks and ſeas deform'd with wind ? 


5 „ Along 


weeds and flaggs, where ſhe drops her ſpawn that there 


Fer. VI. THE ANGLERS SONGS. 35 
Along the main no more thy nets expand, 
Nor ſeek forſaken ſhell- Hh i in the ſand. 

On ther raw beech or craggy- cliit he dwells, 

And fleeps on ſea-weeds or th* updriven mells. 


Lo! Salmon now the ſprings of rivers ſeek, 


And Pite for Frogs explore the ſtreighten'd creek + ; 
Now Carp their ſpawn repoſe on ſedgy weeds t, 


And here the Trout frequents and Grayling breeds. 


NOTES. 


+ Pike frequently are taken in February or March in 
large ditches and creeks, where they roam up to ſpawn, 
and fatten themſelves with Frogs. 


Janus Dubravius, a Bohemian Biſhop, See Note, 
Eclogue IX, in his Diſcourſe of Fiſh and Fiſh- Ponds, 
gives this account of the generating of Carp. © In 
ſummer three or four males will chaſe a female through 
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cleaves faſt, and they leave their milt upon it that in a 
ſhort time become living Fiſh. They breed, it is thought, 
thus ſeveral months in ſummer, as it 1s believed moſt 
Fiſh do in a like way, except the Eel that produces her 
brood wviwiparous, i. e. alive. When the Spawner has 


weakened herſelf by doing the natural office, it is ob- 
ſerved, | 


j6 THE ANGLERS SONGS. Ect. VI. 
THELGON. 


Nymphs, leaveyour fountains; by the briny main, - 
The wand'rer ſeck, recall th' inconſtant ſwain : 
From ſhades he flies, he ſhuns the, cool of ſtreams, 
And deaf*ning ſurges lull his hardy dreams ; 

Expos'd he leaves His lovely limbs refign'd 


To the fen-peſtring Gnat and tanning wind. 


Tho? Canens holds thee thy untempting care, 
As Bull- heads * homely, thou than Trouts more 
fair, | 
Thy lines renew, and ſcatter'd rods compoſe, 


For now the Fiſhers ſport, and South wind blows. 


Nor Es. 


| ſerved, two or three Milters i Ea Males ) help her off 
the weeds by bearing her on both ſides back into the 

deeps. They begin to ſpawn, he ſays, at three years, | 

and continue till thirty.” Gefner lays, in the Palatinate 

a Carp has been known to live 100 years. Though our 

Sir Francis Bacon C Hit. of Life and Death) thinks their 
lives exceed not ten. | 


* Adeformed Fiſh ſo called, reſembling the Tad. Fiſh, 
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MYRTOL, 
The fearful Cheven * loves the ſhaded ſtream, | 
Sharp rills delight the Trout, and pools the Bream +, 


* 


In deeps the ſpeckled Samlet 4 loves to rove, 
And marly Swifts allure the Barbel drove 83 
| | 8 Un 


NOTES. 


*The Cheven or Chub is ſo timorous, he will ſink to 
the bottom if a Bird flies over and makes the leaſt ſhadow 
in the water, but will preſently riſe again. They har- 
bour under weeds, roots of trees, or places where there 
15 any cover of 8 river. | 


+ Ponds agree beſt with them, where, if _ like the 
air and water, they will over-breed ſo as to endanger 


ſtarving the other Fiſh, 


I gamers feed like the 7. n 12 never ſtay long in a 
place as that does; but love to rove nearer and nearer to 
the ſpring head, not harbouring near the banks or roots 
of trees, but always ſwim in the deepeſt and broadeſt 
ſtreams, generally in the middle and near the ground. 


$ Named / Ggſuer ſays) from the barbs or wattles at 

his mouth. They flock together like ſheep, in ſummer 

they delight in the ſharpeſt and ſwifteſt ſhallows, particu- 

| larly on gravel againſt a riſing ground, where they will 
root and dig holes like a Hag, and neſt themſelves. 
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28 THE ANGLERS SONGS. Fer. VI, 


Unwary Roach * the ſandy bottom chuſe, 


| And Carp + the weeds, and Eels | the muddy ooze, 


phe 


Whilom the Trout was wont to yield delight, 


Once could the Umber, once the Tench invite, 


The wattled Barbe 1 erſt my choice Poſſeſt, 


And lordly Pike deſerv'd my chief requeſt ; 
Now all muſt to the ſhapely Dare give 1 
My only choice, for Ægle loves the Dace. 


NOTES. 
As the Carp is named the River-Fox for his cunning, 
ſo the Roach is the River- Sheep for his ſimplicity. 
Their haunts are near the piles of bridges and weires, on 
hard ſandy ſhelves in the deepeſt ſtilleſt waters. 


+ Both Carp and Tench love weeds. . In the hot months 
they will eagerly devour graſs, growing or thrown 1 into 
the water. 


t They love this more than any freſh-water Fiſh, 
where they bed, ſeldom ſtirring (the large ones) in the 


day, except in rain or violent land- floods, or the noiſe 


of thunder, | 
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MYRT OL. 
Ho, Boys! that guber flow'rs, your footſteps 
- heed, | - 
Nor near the banks your roam, too vent'rous lead 
Unſafe when droughty ſummers chap their veins, | 
Or when they fink, deep-ſapp'd with mould'ring 


rains. 


THELGON. 


Leave nibbling, Minnows, leave the dang'rous 


cri ſes tj 1 k 


Ye worthleſs tribe the cuileful hd beware ; 


Nor truſt the raven Trout * while here you rove, 


Hence from his haunts, and ſeek the ſafer drove, 


N-Q-1 E So | | 


* Pike, Perch and Eel prey on Minnows, but none | 


ſo much as Trout. One hundred and fixty, WALTO& 


ſays, were taken out of one Trout, that he had devoured 
atatime. Compl. Ang. p- 84. 8th Eait. | 
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MYRTOL. 
Say, can'ſt thou tell where Eels in winter hide *, 
Or "EM the Swallow's vagtant race reſide Q, 
How Salmon, yearly gueſt, th' accuſtom'd main +, 


0 wint'ry Frogs | their **. kinds ſuſtain ? : 


Fels of all Fiſh ate impatient of cold, e Oe 
live a week out of water in warm weather, The ſix cold 
months they feed not nor ſtir, but bed themſelves many 
together in the ſoft mud. In the ſevere winter of 1125, 
as Ge/zer cites from Albertus, ſeveral were found ſheltered 
in a ſtack of hay. 


$ Their migration is thought a miſtake, many have 


been found ſleeping the winter in chimnies, holes of 
trees, and cliffs of rocks under water. The ſtory of the 


Corniſh Fiſherman, reported by Dr. Fey of Oxford, 
gives proof of this: Quoted by Mr. DRRHAu, Phyſ. 
Theol. B. vii. Cap. 1. Notes ( Cd. OL aus Mac. 
and ETMULLER agree in their inhabiting the waters; 
and Mr. Sax Ds (Com. on the 13th Book of Ovid's 
Metam.) obſerves, it is uſual in Germany to drag them 
out of ponds with fiſh in winter. Dr. Col As gave ſeve- 
ral ſuch confirmations, April 12, 1722, to the Ra 
Society, noted in their Tranſactions. 


+ Eclogue IV. p. 53. ” 
t The paddock, or great land-frog, has his mouth 
cloſed from Auguſt to the middle of April, That divers 
| other 
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THE LG ON. 


Say, can'ſt thou tell how worms of moiſture 
breed, 8 885 

Or Pike are gender d of the Pick'rel- Weed, 
How Carp without the Parent-Kinds renew, 


Or ſlimy Eels are form'd of genial dew ? 


MYR T O L. 
Raſh, nel Bend too heedleſs of thy fate, 
What frenzy urg'd to try the flatt'ring bait, 
But ſafe return—and when of apter ſize, 


See thou reward my care, a worthier prize, 


THELGON, 
Feed, Gudgeon, on the pebbly ſcower ſecure, 
Nor fear th impris'ning net, or W W HOFS: lure, 
NOTES. | 
other creatures lep or paſs the winter without any 
viſible ſuſtenance, is highly probable from ſeveral ani- 


mals, Hornets, Bees, Waſfps, Veſpe-Ichneumons, and, 
it is thought, moſt of the tribes of inſects. | 


G a For 
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For riſing Trout the barby hook I tie, 
Lengthen the rod, and fix th enveigling Fly. 


MYRTOL. 


J hate the greedy Stickleback *, they ſpoil - 


The bait, yet ne'er reward the Fiſher's toil. 


1 . T THELGON. 


1 hate the Fordich Trout +—they, eying, wait 
The moving Fly, yet ne'er deyour the bait, 


1 8y NOTES. 


* Alittle diminutive Fiſh fenced about with prickles, 
| good for nothing, WaLTon ſays, but to divert Boys and 
| Women-Anglers and feed other Fiſh, as Trouts particu- 
; 4 larly, who will bite at him he ſays better chan a Minnow. | 
| | Comp. Angl. p. 213. 8th Edit. 
[ | 


+ Theſe are found for about three months in the river 
Stoure near Canterbury, where they retire from ſea, obſerv- 
ing (almoſt) their day every ſeaſon of coming to that river. 
| | They live, to appearance, without food during their ſtay: 

1 (Several curious men having opened them could find 

. nothing to ſatisfy their enquiry); though probably on 
ſimall Flies they catch imperceptibly. None are known to 
be taken with an angle except one by Sir G. Has TIN Gs, 
which he told Mr. WaL rox he thought bit not for 
hunger but wantonneſs. Comp. Angl. p. 54. Sth Edit. 


Eci. VI, THE ANGLERS SONGS. 33 


NMR - | 
Frogs to the Carp a fearful ruin prove &, 
And Pike are dreaded by the weaker drove; 
: Devouring Eels affright the leſſer ſwarm, 


And me PhILON PDA's deadly. frowns alarm. 


THE 

The Fly to Trouts, to Bream the wormy ſnare 
Are ſtrong allurements, Gentles to the Dare, 
The Cheven to the Cadew-bait is prone, 
And fair Lycisca is my choice alone. 

18 

* Carp are frequently deſtroyed by Frogs in a manner 

not to be credited if proofs did not confirm it. (See the 


Comp. Angl. p. 144. 8th Edit.) Ponds plentifully ſtored | 


have in a few years been left entirely deſtitute, the Frog 
cleaving to the head of the Fiſh as not to be got off but 


by extreme force or killing, till he has weakened and 


devoured him. This is not ſtranger than of whole cities 
and countries depopulated- by them, as of their driving 
the Abderites out of their country, planted by Caſſander 
in Macedon ; depopulating a city in France; as they are 
now a moſt peſtering plague to Virginia in ſummer ; and 
of their deſtroying the Pi4e, their mortal enemy: a well- 
atteſted ſtory of which is given in Note. * IX. 
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ALBIO. 


This Skin all ſpotted, of a lovely hue, 


Iſnadought with art, and from the ſhearers new, 


A ſcrip for youthful MELIIBZOEUSs made, 
And not unuſeful for the Fiſher's trade, 


0 MrRrol, take —the preſent I reſign. 
Theſe hooks, O THELGON, and this pipe be thine ; 


Of equal price—both equals in your art 


But low'ry evening warns us to depart. 

Nor long the cautious ſinger ſhou'd be laid _ 
Beneath the walnut, an unwholeſome ſhade *, 4 
The ſilver ſtreams grow blacker to the fight, | 
And groves and meadows loſe their green in nigbt, | 


From reeking floods obſcuring miſts diffuſe, 


And chilly air is full of hov'ring dews. 


NOTES. 


» SuſpeRed to cauſe tas and have the ſame 00 
quality with Virgil's Juniper. 
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THE STREFE 


To the Honourable Mrs. BLADE N. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Clorin, a pleaſant Ehepherd, ligbting on rite Fiſher 
Comus, they fall into a rallying Vein, which brings on 
a Challenge of Singing. Alzon, an aged Angler, 1s 
made Umpire, who mode/tly pleads his Unfitneſs, yet 
propoſes each ſhould chuſe his Subject in Honour of 
his different Emplo zment.—Clorin, in Cempliment to 
Pan, relates the Story of” Pytis, a Nymph beloved by 


him (to avoid the Rage of Boreas, her ſlighted Lover ) 


changed into the Pine-Tree, which is ſaid to weep when 
the Nori h-IV ind blows, with the Boughs of which 


Pan crowns himfelf, Comus, in Turn, (from the 
Severn by which they are ſitting) ſings the Metamer- 


phofis of Sabrina drowned in that Stream, ſuppoſed | 


from her to receive its Name. be Fable of Pytis, 
though furniſhed with as beautiful Incidents as any in 


the Poets, is not to be met with in Ovid or others, 


ancient or modern; Which mares it new in its Kind, 


and occaſioned the ſelefting it for this Ecloague. —T he 


= Story of Sabrina 7s differently related from Geofiry of 


Monmouth, and other credulous I} riters; but the 


IV bile being ſuſpetted, gi ves Liberty to improve aud 
ſoften the Fable. 


8 


ECLOGUE VII 
THE STRLEM 


cCcLokIN. COMUs. ALGON. 
W L T H Pride untainted, tho' in Rank elate, 
Not more by Honours than by Merit great, 


Shall BLADE N, worthy of ſublimer ſtrains, 
The mild contention hear of friendly Swains ? 
Bold is the hope, unequal are the lays, | 


Yet apt the theme, a gentle Strife for Praiſe, 


CLORIN. 
Ho Fiſher ! ſo intent on finny ſpoil, 
Haſt caught my ſtraggling Mother in thy toil ? 


COMUS. 
8 ever from thy charge away; 
Well like the roving Swain his flock may ſtray. 
5 4 | 
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CLORIN. © | = | 


You grudge my happy lot, and envying pine, 
Becauſe the Nymphs prefer my Songs to thine. 


nnn 


co Mus. 


1 envy? whom the Shepherd- boys excel! 


Dromio, the Dolt, can chaunt it, full as well, 


LORE N. 


Since Jeifure 3 is ſuch 1 ſtrife to try, 
And ſince our wiſhes with the place comply, 
Begin—You, ALGoN, our performance weigh: 


Judge right, and to the victor yield the day. 


ALGON, 


. Hard office, courteous Shepherd, you enjoin, 


Il truſted to unſkilful ear like mine, 


Unapt and new to judge ſuch learn'd debate; 
But if from me the wiſh'd aproof you wait. ö 
Begin: In Shepherds honour tune your lays, 1 
And, Conus, carol thou the Fiſher's praiſe, 
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Me, PAN, aſſiſt: If ever on the plains | 


My pipe was pleaſing, or approv'd my ftrains, 


Be preſent now ; and O thy ſuccours bring, 


While of thy Love, and PyT1s' Fate I ſing! 


The gentle Maid was of the Sylvan race, 


Bred to the pliant bow and aQtive chace, 


No herd attended ſhe, no woolly care, 
Nor haunted ſtream nor flow'ry paſture fair; 


The gloom of woods the ſought, and foreſts wild, 


And with her ſports the lonely hours beguil'd 3 
Vet for her beauty num'rous lovers ſtrove, 


Her beauty formꝰd to raiſe reſiſtleſs love ; 


The Fawns and Demi-Gods of ev'ry ſhade, 


With vows beſought the unattentive Maid 


The Satyrs at the noon-tide hour wou'd haſte, 


And mingled viands bear to ſooth her taſte; 


The bloomy bow'rs, and pearly ſprings explore, 


And climb the groves to reach their choiceſt ſtore z 


For 
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For her the River Deities complain, 


And ev'ry Crooping Genius ſigh'd in vain, 
Ve Graces aid, ye Muſes tune my Tongue, 
Thou Pax be preſent, and aſſiſt my Song. 


Pan only the relenting Fair poſſeſs'd, 
Deſir'd, and was with equal fondneſs bleſs” d; 


Tho' BoREAs, raging with enamour'd ſmart, 


Sought the coy, Nymph with ev'ry wooing art, 
Oft would he watch her where ſhe ſleeping lay, 
And with her neck and downy boſom play; 


Oft! in the chace attend the flying Fair, 


And waft her robes, and revel in her hair; 


No winters brooded on his alter'd wing, 


Serene and breezy as the breath of ſpring ; 


Yet ſhe, averſe, his fond addreſſes flew, 
And ſtill in ev'ry ſhape her Lover knew; 


ö Whether with Zephyr's milder look he blooms, 


A Satyr's borrow'd form, or Pan's aſſumes, 


Whate'er diſguiſe the apt Deceiver wears, 


She {till diſcerns him and eludes his ſnares. 


5 5 
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Ye Graces aid, ye Muſes tune my Tongue, ; | 
Thou Pan be preſent, and aſſiſt my Song. 


Deep in Arcadian vales a foreſt grows, 


Whoſe blended ſhade indulgent gloom beſtows, 


No axe did cer the ſacred verdure wound, 


Or mortal foot impreſs the hallow'd ground, 
Hither the Maid was wonted to retreat 
When tir'd with hunting, or the mid-day heat, 


And now, as us'd, the inmoſt bow'r ſhe choſe; 


When from its ſhade th' inambuſh'd Form aroſe, 


Nor knew ſhe yet but Pan's approach ſhe hears, 


And ſuch he now thro' all his ſhape appears; 3 
His ſtep he well diſſembled as he came, 


His geſture, voice, and ev ry look the ſame. 


Ve Graces aid, ye Muſes tune my Tongue, 
Thou Pax be preſent, and aſſiſt my Song. 


Eager to meet the willing Maid he flies, 


When ſtrait th' impoſtor Lover ſhe deſcries ; 


Strugeling ſhe ſeeks to ſhun his cloſe embrace, 
And in her boſom hides her fearful face. 


En- 


_ THE STRIFE, Fer. VII 
Enrag'd to 150 his utmoſt art's betray'd, 
And wild to loſe the ballad Maid, 

4c Ungrateful Fair, at length be taught (he cries) 


<< How great a Pow'r thy partial thoughts deſpiſe.” 
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Nor longer now the dreary fight conceals, 

But all the terror of hls form reveals. 
Ve Graces aid, ye Muſes tune my Tongue, 
Thou PAN be preſent, and aſſiſt my Song. 


Unſhapen miſts his hoary viſage veil, 
And froſts his temples ſhrowd and bleaky halt; 
Rough iſicles his forky brows compoſe, 
His hairs and griſly beard deſcend with ſnows. 
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Thrice with diſorder'd ſteps he ſtalks around, 


rr 
nar ate. 
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And trail'd his duſky mantle o'er the ground, 


„ een 
e 


With horrid plumes his ſooty pinions wave, 


ee 


The blaſt re-echoes far from ev'ry cave. 
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Y e Graces aid, ye Muſes tune my Tongue, 


Thou Pan be preſent, and aſſiſt my Song. 


Scar'd with the hideous ſound and glaring view, 


Swift from Eurata's trembling banks ſhe flew, 
Ober 


Ect. VII. THE STR 
. O'er grovy Menalus now urg'd her flight, 
And cold Lyceus paſt thy tow'ry height; 

: Nemæan ſhades and tall Cyllene views, 

Faſt as ſhe flies the wingy Form purſues. 
| . Steep Nonacrine and low Cytheron gain'd, 

And Helicar's aſpiring brow attain' d, 

Thro' Panope her haſt'ning courſe ſhe led, | 
And Ota paſt, and Pindur' hilly head, 
When laſt to Boreas frozen cliffs ſhe came, 
( The ill-fam'd mount from him receiv'd its name} 
Fainting with toils, the woe-bewander'd maid, 
Thus, to the Nymphs in broken murmurs pray'd : 
s Ye Pow'rs [ who here eternal honours know, 
5 E Siſters, conſcious of my Virgin woe, 
«© Receive me pitying to your veſtal train, 
4 And in your timely aid prevent my pain.“ 
She ceas'd, for mov'd by her inclement grief, 
| The Dryades preſent the wiſh'd relief, 
Her ſtiff' ning limbs their pliant uſe refuſe, 


And now her feet the pow'r of motion loſe; 


A 
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A ſpreading bole her hard'ning trunk receives, 
Her head and branching arms diſtend with leaves; i 
et Rill ſhe bears her Raviſher tis mind, 

And 8 whene'er the feels his dreaded wind. 


Pax mourns her loſs, and in return 1s ſeen 


To bind his temples with her wreathy green : 


Ceaſe Graces now, ceaſe Muſe to tune my Tongue, 


Thou PAN be abſent, and be mute my Song. 
co uus. 


Of the ſmooth Sevirn J a lay rehearſe, 


And call the wave-rob'd Goddeſs to my verſe. 


Le vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 


And thou, SABRINA, liſten while 1 ſing. 


NOTEs. 


Part of this Eclogue containing the names and ſome 
deſcriptive Paſſages of ſeveral Engliſb Rivers, ſome of 
which are leſs generally known ; it was thought, a few 
notes, where the ſubject in itſelf is engaging, and em- 
ployed on ſo pleaſant a part of the Natural Hiſtory 


of our own country, would not be unentertaining to 
any Readers. 


Ber. VI; THE STRIFE 


The Severn from the Virgin SABRA * came, 
From the fair Nymph the flood deriv'd its name; 
A Nais ſhe, whom on the Cambrian ſhore, 


A Mountain-votary to Neptune bore, 


* The Severn is named by our Hiſtorians (fabulouſly 
as Camden thinks) from Sabrina, Sabra, or Aoren, a 
beautiful lady inhumanly drown'd there. 


In flumen præcipitatur Abren. 

Nomen Abren fluvio de V. irgine ; nomen eidem, 
Nomine corrupto, dei nde Sabrina datur. 
Headlong was Abren thrown into the ſtream, 

And hence the River took the virgin's name, 
Corrupted thence Sabrina, laſt became. 


And Milton thus, as to the fact, 
—— Severn ſwift, guilty of virgin's death. 


This River is the ſecondin rank throughout Britain, its head 
is in Plymllimon-Hill in North-W ales ; beneath Glouceſter, 
it forms itſelf into a noble and ſpacious zſtuary, in its 
wideſt part fifteen miles over, and enters at laſt the Tri 
ſea. It is worth remarking of this River, that one year 
the tides are larger at full moon, the next at the change: 
one year the night-tides are largeſt, the other the day- 
tides. Camden's Britan. in the Addit. to Glouceſterſhire. 


No 
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No Pow'r was yet wich her . gare d, 
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No am'rous flood her Virgin Spring embrac'd, 


we 


Recluſe and coy ſhe ſhun'd the genial fire, 


KW eld. AR 


— AB 


—— — 


And oft would to bewilder'd ſhades retire ; 
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Or take o'er ſteepy rocks a dangerous way, 


e 


Or with her kindred Springs delight to play: 
Vet diſtant floods had heard her beauty's fame, 
And in diſorder'd ſighs confeſs'd their flame. 
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Le vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 


N 
3s 1, 


And thou, SABRINA, liſten while I ſing. 
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For her imperial Thames * was ſaid to pine, 
And firſt bedew his waves with Ocean brine, 
| The 


4-9 — 
2 

* N Ne 
e ore 


NOT Es. 


®* Thames, our ne ies, riſes near T orleton, a 
ſmall village by the famous Roman-F Nl ay, in the 
ſouth border of Glouceſterſpire, where, in antient records, 
(as Biſhop Gib/on's additions to Camden plainly prove, 
Britan. p. 99.) it is all along called Thames or Tems, and 
no where 2½s, as fictitiouſſy imagined. See alſo the mar- 
riage of Thames and Is, a poem, ſuppoſed by the Pre- 
facer of the new Edition of Britannia to be written by 
Camden himſelf, This royal ee after a very long, 


and 


1 
| 
F 


4 
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The gentle Humber * for the proudly F air 
Impetuous grew, transform'd by wild deſpair; 
Whilf rapid IN nander 4, depreſt with woe, 
Droop'd at his fountains and ſurceas'd to How. 
T hen 


NOTES. 


and for a great way navigable courſe, empties itſelf at 
| Shoebury Neſe, a little town in Ehe, into the German 
Ocean. 


Humber is eſteemed one of the principal Rivers of 
England, or is rather the receptacle of many deep and 
large Rivers which are poured here into one ſpacious 


navigable channel, its mouth being almoſt 7 miles broad, 
by which it enters the German ocean, with a very rapid 
and dangerous tide, as Necham an old Engliſh poet 


Obſerv es : 


F lucti bus Keane Nauti: fu ee Humber —— 


Humber whom more than ſeas the pilots fear. 


+ Winander-Meer, in Lancaſvire, is famous for pro- 
ducing the Charr, a ſort of Golden Alpine Trout, which 
has ſcarce a bone but on the back. This Meer is the 
largeſt in England, being ten miles in length, wonderfully 
deep, and ſmooth at the bottom as poliſhed marble, 
being paved as it were with one continued pebble-rock, 
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Then limpid Cam *, tis told, firſt troubled grew, 

And with his tears diſtain'd his ſilver hue; 

Abaſh'd the ſlighted Mole + his channel fled, 

And deep in earth implung'd his abject head : 

Some think his floods to loweſt ſeas repair, | 

Mix with the Ocean Nymphs and loſe his care. 
Ye vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 


And thou, SaRIxa, liſten while I ſing, 


The ſtately Avon t woed th' unpitying Fair, 
And Medway &, Sire of Floods, and princely Yare||, 
; ”— - „ „„ 
NOTES. 


” Lac Capi, on which Cambridge is ſeated, with many 
pleaſant windings, runs through the middle of the county, 


and mixes at length with the Oz/e. 


Mole River in Surry at the foot of Hox-Hill forces 
itſelf a paſſage under ground, as Dever-ril brook does 


in Niliſpire, and riſes two miles diſtant at Leatherhead, 


where it ſpreads itſelf ſo wide as to occaſion a ſtone bridge 
of ſeveral arches : It joins at laſt the Thames near Te 


Hon. See the note Ecl. iv. 


? The greater Avon is a noble River, rifi ing in Fili- 
feire ; after a long courſe, in which it waters Barh and 


Briſtol, 


Fer. VI, THE STRIFE. 
For him two Siſter-Nymphs with ardour burn, 5 
Fair Waveney, rich in ſtreams, and lovely Ti hirn, ; 
Incaptiv'd Meneu * languiſh'd for her charms, 


And Trent + to claſp her ſtretch'd out all his arms. 
The 


NOTES. 


Briſtol, it ruſhes between two perpendicular rocks, where 
plenty of ſtone like diamonds, named Briftol-Aones, are 
gathered, and with a ſtrong ſtream diſcharges itſelf into 
the Severn ſea. | 


5 Medway riſes in the weald or woody part of Kent, D 
and is the parent of many Rivers; in five ſtreams it ſur- 
_ rounds Tunbridge, and at Rocheſter is ſo large as to be 
the bed of the Royal Navy, and having formed the iſle 
of Sheppey, falls into the ocean by two — above 8 
miles diſtant from each other. 


[| Yare is a fine and navigable river; it rifes near 
Hingham in Norfolk, running by Norwich, below which 
it takes in the Vaveney, another navigable ſtream, and 
near Yarmouth the Thirn, where it ſpreads itſelf into an 
harbour opening to the German Ocean. 


* Meneu or Menai is a frith, or arm of the ſea, which 
parts the iſland of Ang/z/ea, the ſeat of the antient 
Druids, from the continent of Nor:h-W ales. 


+ Trent 1s ſaid to have thirty arms, from his receiving 


ſo many rivers into him. Thus Milton, 
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The age-bent Ouſe * an am'rous heat inflames, 
And AMerſey + pride of fair Cornavian ſtreams, 
EC . Her, 
NOTES, 
—— Trent who, like ſome earth-born giant, ſpreads 


1110 thirty arms along tb indented meads. 
W hence the name Trent from Trente, thirty, ſome ay, 


is derived, though denied by Camden. It is the third 


beſt river in our Iſtand, riſing by Mowcon Hill near 
Che/vire, and after a long paſſige, augmented by many 
ſtreams, loſing itſelf in the great æſtuary of Humber. 


* Oz/e the Great, by Belus filed one of the largeſt 
Rivers of England, riſes in Northamptenſoire near Brackley, 
with large windings paſling by Bedford, Huntington, and 
the iſland of Ely, at Kinzs-Lynn falls into the German 


Ocean; it is very remarkable that in the year 1399, 
Which preceded the civil wars, the River Oz/e at a 


place called Hareauocd, otherwiſe Harold, in Bedfard- 
Hire, ſtocd ſtill, and the ſtream retiring both ways left 
a paſſage on foot along the channel for three miles toge- 
ther; which {ame thing happened again, as the addi- 
tions to Camden aſſert, in the year 1648. | 


+ The head of the Merſey is in Lancafhire, which 
county is parted by this River all the way from Cheſhire ; 
it opens with a {pacious mouth into the fea near Liver- 
poole. Ihe Hiftorical and Geographical Dictionary miſ- 
takenly makes Merſey the e into which Dee falls, 
Which 45 a diſtinct and di ut ER | 
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Her, Waniſum * lov'd, and Pant + and edgy Lea t, 
And Tamer &, ſpreading wide from ſea 6e ſea. 
Fe vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 
And thou, SABRINA, liſten while I fing. 
H-2- Smooth 
NOTES. 


* JYantſum is a name of the River Stour in Kent (uſed 
by Bede) which, after it has paſſed Canterbury, divides 
the iſle of Thanet from the continent, and meets the ſea 
near Sandwich. 


+ Pant is the true name, as Camden ſays, of an anti- 


ent River in EH, now corruptly called Fro/awell, enter- 


ing Blackwater Bay, where our famous IWall- Aeot oyſters 
are got. 


t Lea, or Ley, hs in Hertfordfbire ah Wes: 
whence entering Er at Waitham-Abbey, it paſſes by 


Leyton, the antient Dyrolitum of Aatonine, which word in 
Britiſb ſignifies the Water of Lea, about five miles from 


London; proved, by the antiquities found there, to have 
been a Roman ſtatidn. This river is the delightful ſcene 
where the ingenious Vallon, fo often mentioned with 
reſpe&, initiates his Piſcatory Scholar, in thoſe admires 
dialogues of his Complete Angler. : 


$ The Tamer riſes in Cornwal) near the Iriſb ſea, and 
running quite croſs that ſtreightened part of our iſland, 
divides that country from Dewonſvire, at Plymouth ſpread- 
ing itſelf into the, Engliſh channel with a very noble 
and capacious harbour, _ 
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102 THE STRIFE. Fer, VII. 
Smooth Cherwell * drooping griey'd with inward 


pain, 


. And ſlowly drew along his humid train: 


Wan Evenlade with chalky Kennet mourn . 


And Windruſh feebly tends his ſcanty urn; 
And penſive Rother + in his hopes diſmay'd, 
Thro' woods his melancholy flood convey'd, 


All vainly loy'd, deſpairing to obtain, 


And with eternal murmurs ſhall complain. 
Ve vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 
And thou, SAB RINA, liſten while 1 ſing, | 
Nor 


NOTES, 


” Cherwell riſes in Northamptonſhire, famous for its 


plenty of fiſh ; having joined the Is, they again, divid- 


ing, encircle Oxford. Evenlode and Windruſh are two 


little pleaſant ſtreams, which alſo mingle with the Is. 


| Kennet riſes near a village of its own name in Wiliſpire, 


it runs a great part through a rocky and chalky ſoil, 
till it enters the Thames near Reading. 


| + Rother River riſes and has its courſe in the vaſt 


woody borders of Suſſex, dividing it all the way from 
Kent, till it enters the ſea at Rye, having by an inunda- 
tion in 1237 had its antient mouth ſtopped up by the 
waſhing in of the ſands, and removed from Romney 


thither, 
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Nor leſs the wat'ry Nymphs with envy pine, 


The bord'ring Deva *, and remoter Tine t; 


Fair Solway 7, by contending rivals woo'd, 
And Tweed &, the faireſt Caledonian flood, 
; With 
NOTES, 


*The famous River Dee, on account of its neigh- | 


bourhood to Argle/ea, the antient ſeat of the Druids, 
called by Milton, in his Lycidas, x 


Dewva's Wizard Stream | 


and is ſaid to be derived from a Britifþ word ſignifying 


divine water. It riſes in Merionethfhire, and runs 


through Pemble Meer, noted for producing the Gainiad, 
a fiſh of the Alpine-Trout kind, which feeds on ſmall 


| ſhells, and the leaves of water-gladiol, a plant pecu- 


liar to theſe mountain-lakes; and is never taken by a 
bait, but in nets. The mouth of this River is near 
Chefter, where it gradually lg. itſelf into the Irie 


+ Tine is a river of Wine on which is 


ſeated Newcaſtle, famous for its coal-pits. At Tin- 
mouth, where this River has its influx into the German 
| ocean, it affords a very — and ſafe haven. 


t Solxway is a frith or arm of the 8 in Cumberland 


near Scotland, principally the mouth of Eden River, and 


— 4 receives 
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With languid looks their ſickly ſtreams appear, 
Nor can their charms nor num'rous lovers chear; 
A jealous pain the haughty Dis & vrings, 
And proud Aufona + wept from all her ſprings, * 
„ e 
NOTES, 

receives 2 numerous train of other Rivers, which here in 
one united ſtream make their way into the Triſb fea, 

8 Taveed riſes in the Scottiſh mountains, and was of 
antient time the boundary of the two kingdoms, With 
a very large and full ſtream it runs to Berawzck, the laſt 


Town in Eugland, and from thence 3 auf into the 
German ocean, 


* 74: is the ſame River with Thames, (See note, p. 96) 
though the poets uſaally diſtinguiſh them, calling the 
River, js, till it arrives at Dorcheſter below Oxford. 


+ Aufona, now the River Ner, Famous for many Nena 


antiquities, ſprings in Northampronſoire, and runs with 
many extravagant windings, Where it enters the fenns 
below Peterborough, it grows too mighty for its channel, 
and far and near overſpreads the country, fo that it ſeems 


like a vaſt level ocean, with here and there an iſland 


_ appearing, till it diſcharges itſelf into the ſea near the 


borders of C ambridgeſhire. This Nen, or Aufona, to the 
eaſt, with the weſtern Aufona, or Avon, which runs by 


Warwick to Severn, with their ſtreams entirely croſs ur 


iſland, 
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Fer, VII. THE S$'TRIFE. ͤã 
Ye vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 


And thou, S ABRIN A, liſten while I ſing, 


But now predeſtin d to enjoy her charms, 
(And ooportunely guided to his arms) 
= hs neighb'ring flood as on his banks he lr 
Beheld, and ſtrait ſurpriz'd th* unwary maid : 
In vain, alas! from ſtrife the hopes eſcape, 
 Weaker by "IE ſhe but aſlits the rape. 


c Hluſtrious SABRA, royal-born (he cries) 


4 


Ba 


What cauſcloſs woes thy heavy hear t ſur prize ? 
„ No falſehood I, nor guilty force deſign, 
My plighted vows receive—be ever mine; 
& A hundred ſmiling Nymphs wy flood obey, 
& And wait thy reign, and court thy milder ſway z 


«© Be theſe thy dow'r; and to appeaſe thy a | 


0 


* 


My grateful ſcream mall ever bear thy name.“ 
1 brow he rais'd with ruſhy fillets crown'd, 
| And ſwore, and call'd the gath'ring floods os 


Ye vales, ye rocks, ye caves your echoes bring, 
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And thou, SABRINA, liſten while 1 ſing. 
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Firſt aged Iſca * came with fault'ring pace, 
And Pedred + ſprung of Toes kingly race; ; 
A dropping wreath of Water-Thyme he wore, 


And ſmiling Afunnow 8 came with youthful Dore, 
5 Next 
NOT ES. 


The rivers hereafter mentioned, all border on and 


communicate with the Severn. The antient Ia, now | 


U, runs through the middle of Monmouthſhire by ſeveral 
famous Roman ſtations, particularly by a ruinated place 
bearing its own name Ica, once a large ſplendid city: 
a very grand account of which is given by Giraldus, 
Temp. Hen. 2. Britann. p. 600. At Newport, Uſe or 
Lea, has its influx into Severn. | 


+ Pedred is the River Parret in — which 
increaſing itſelf by the confluence of the Ivel, there robs 
it of its name, and runs by ſeveral places of venerable 
antiquity, among which is the famous monaſtery of 
Glafſenbury ; at laſt it falls into Severn- mouth with a very 
wide opening, by Prolomy called the Euary of Uzella. 


t The River Munnow riſes in Hatterill Hills in Souib- 


Wales ; in its courſe it receives the Dore, running through 
the midſt of the Golden Vale, a place encompaſſed on 
both fides with hills, . clothed very pleaſantly with woods, 
under which lie corn-fields, and beneath theſe lovely mea- 
dows. Here antiently was a fine monaſtery, wherein moſt 
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Next Frome * Ts roving Vaga near ally'd, 

Who 3 from downright cliffs his wanton tide, 
And ev'ry ſummon'd flood attendant came, 


| Approv'd her honours, and confirm'd her name: 


Down to his court the Bridal Pair they led, 
And Join'd the Lovers in the nuptial bed. 
SABRINA ceale thy lining Hood to bring, 


| And echo ceaſe, and let me ceaſe to ſing. 
' AL GON. 
Both merit praiſe, and much reward is due, 


To CLoRix much, and Couus much to you. 


But 
NOTES. 


of the nobility and gentry of thoſe parts lie buried z this 


River, in its way to the Severn, loſes itſelf in the Wye 
near Monmouth. | 


* Frome is a little pleaſant ſtream of Herefordſhire, 


pniting itſelf to the noble River Yaga, or Wye; the 
ſpring of Ney is in Plymllimen Hill, near the head of 


Severn, whence flowing with vaſt and frequent windings 


and indentings, falling in its way over very ſteep and 
lofty rocks, it again meets the Severn, now become a 


ſea, into which it iſſues at CHep ſtoxu. 
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But of your ſtrife the doubtful claim ſuſpend, 


Till abler ears more couth attention lend; 


n 2 ＋ 
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The herd-grooms ſhortly to the banks will bring 


Their droves, and you repeated lays may fing 


1&3 
| 
+ 


While I my Angle for the ſtream repair, 
And liſt' ning, ply anew my Fiſber-Care. 
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£ECLOGUE. Wal 


THE FOWLERS. 


To the Right Honourable LADY TALBO r. | 


LANA CZ 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Two Swains, who are exerciſed in Birding, while 
they are watching their Nets amuſe themſelves with 
repeating each a Song. The firſt recites a Kind of 
Magical Incantation, ſuppoſed to have been uſed by a 
flighted Shepherdeſs to regain her abſent Lover, who 
had forſaken her. — His C ompanion entertai ns him with 
a Sort of condoling Sonnet that had been made on the 
unhappy Paſſion and Deſpair of an unfortunate Friend. 
This Eclogue, it will be eafily obſerved, conſiſts of dif- 
ferent Characters from the Reſt, and was deſignedly 
introduced, conſiſtent with the Plan, as a Trial how a 
Subject of this new and unattempted Nature might 
11 intermixed with the e Kind. | 
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EC LO GU E VII. 
THE FOWLERE 
THYRSIL. LANERET. 


F in N bright, tho? leſs exalted ſphere, 
My youthful Verſe has won thy gentle ear - 


While higher rais'd, more influence to diſpenſe, 


: Thy Sex's charms, improv'd by manly ſenſe; 


O! of thy gracing ſmile ambitious long, 


Will REIN TALBOT hear my riper Song ? 


Two Fowlers met beneath a fragrant ſhade, 
Which the cloſe boughs of blooming hawthorn 
made : : 
Twas early dawn, when yet the glimm' ring light 
But dimly pierc'd the ſcatt'ring brown of night. | 
Now while their nets were ſpread along the mead, 
Ere yet the gath'ring covy came to feed, 
| The 
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na THE TO WI ERS. Fer. VIII 
| The liftleſs Swains 3 fav; ring e chuſe, | 
Reſponſively to tune the rural Muſe : 

Scorn'd MELiTE's enchanting pow'r they tell, | 
And how the love-deſpairing Nisus fell; 

Of ASTRIL had they learn'd the melting ſtrain, 


By turns they liſten, and by turns complain. 


IN 


Forſaken MsLTz's unruly ſmart, 
O THYRSIL, hear ! and what her ſpelly art— 
Still, cruel Boy, muſt I thy ſcorn upbraid, 
And own in vain a paſſion unrepay'd ? 


Nor pray 'rs he hears, nor vows his breaſt aſſall: 


Begin my . magic Rites prevail. 
Inconſtant Moon, fair Wand- rer, change Ls 


mind, 


Or make me ſcorn, or make my Tyrant kind, 


This Coronal my drooping brows {hall ſhade, 
Of Laurel, Yew, and bucding Vervain made, 


A tripie mixture; thrice I turn around, 


Thrice rake the fires, and ſprinkle thrice the ground. 


get. Vill. TE TOwWwͤI ERB we | 
Uneven meaſures bind the mazy chm {| 

Inconſtant Moon; fair Wand'rer, change his 
Or make me ſcorn; or make my Tyrant kind. 


GAlESs4, bring che bowl ; this Swallow's heart, 
All warm, I to the mingled draught impart, 
Of potent uſe his waywatd mind to turn; 
And add this Sparrow's gote to make him burn, 
Judge; Maid, if needleſs is my wakeful care, 
For me he lights, and mocks my fond deſpair : 
Nine tedious days has he my fght * 
And will reviſit Mere no more. 
In ſhades remote he wears his hours away; 
To watch his Nets and call the feath'ry prey. 
Ye Birds of Air; his treach'rous call deſpiſe ! ! 
ws his falſe ſnare, as me the Charmer flies, 
Inconſtant Moon, fair Wand- rer, change his 
| mind, ; 
Or make me ſeorn, or make my Tyrant kind. 
OY With 
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With Birds of Night I brim the Spel-fill'd Bowl, 


The Batt obſcene, and day- deterring Owl. 
N ight drowns remembrance in forgetful ſhades, 


Night the love-troubled mind to reſt perſuades, 
'The ſufferer” 8 woes, and maids that pining weep, 


She ſoothes i in flence, and relieves in ſleep. 


Inconſtant Moon, fair Wand'rer, change his 


mind, 


Or make me ſcorn, or make my Tyrant kind, g | 3 


In woods the curring Nightingale i is found, 


Larks love the meads, and Duails the corny ground, 
The Threfile to the ferny heath is true, 
And Swans to floods, and MELITE to you. 


See how the ſwarming Rooks for flight prepare, 


Their croaks, and black'ning pinions ſound in air; 

„ A fav'ring ſign ! and ſee, my Swain returns, | 
15 5 | 1 | - . | | | | 
| MM He melts, he murmurs, and with Love he burns. ; 


0 F air Moon, my dear, my faithleſs Wand'rer 
1 =_ 
And fix my heart, and make him ever kind. 
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2TH YEST ET 
Sweet flows the Verſe, as is the theme it paints; 
Grief ſaddens mine; to me the mournful plaints, 
The mournful plaints for Nisus' fate belong 


Alternate Muſes ſmile on THYRSsIL's Song! 


O ParyLLAa, as the cooing 7 urtle fair; 
| | And flow as the unpitying Hawk to ſpare z = 
Subtle as J/ater-Fowl, unfix'd as Mind, 
And ſullen, as the Nightingale confin'd! 
Yet, make thy Nisus of thy charms poſſeſs'd, 
Chear thy brown Love, and heal his bleeding breaſt. 
What tho' the ſun-burnt Swain, in fumaer feb 
To the hot air his prideleſs beauty yields, 
While to his Springes he allures the prize; 
| __ Slight not his colour, nor his flame deſpiſe. 
How aptly, beauteous Maid, might you unite 
His Sallow, graceful to thy purer White. 
Pale Willows, by the Elm, are fairer ſeen, 
The lighter heighten'd by the deeper green; 
L 4 | BE 


116 THE FO . LEES. Fel. VIII. 
And Alders i in the foreſt lovelierſhew, . 
When wedded to the Hazel's duſkier hue.— 
My voice, my reed, ſhall in their turns complain; j 
Here mix, my moving Pipe, thy bee mourn- 
ful ſtrain. 
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Who knows like him the wheaten ſtraws to lime? 
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Or differing notes of various birds to chime *? 
When beſt to climb for neſts the leafy grove ? 
Or drive in ſtubble-lands the Pheaſant drove t? 
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How to his nets the running Powts to guide? 


Or plant his Trammels | by the river fide ? | 
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| | * By underſtanding the different (Male and Female) 
We notes of Birds, the Fowler by calling and anſwering 
| | 
| 


may allure them to his nets. 


| I By the help of a few piled oziers twiſted, called a 
1 Driver, gently raked on the ground, and keeping out of f 
Ii ght. young Pheaſants or Powts are Sure into the net. 


I = I Trammels, a kind of Water-Nets, are placed about | 
=—_ a foot under water for all kind of Ruer-Fowl. 


_ 

| * N = ; 

1 3 a 3 ; ; By 
1 { - : 

F* : * : : . 


Eci. VIII. 1 H E FOW L E R 8. 117 


By thee, when dar'd the waſteful Hers eſſay 

To beat the reedy ſhores for fiſhy prey ? 

Now waves thy bare-Hook in the dallying wind, 
Thy frauds are obvious to the wiley kind; 

"The Hern * on waſteful wing may! beat the ſhore; 
Thee, Guardian Swain, the fiſhy Tribes deplore! 


My voice, my reed, ſhall in their turns complain; 


Here mix, my moving Pipe, thy ſweetly mourn- 
ful ſtrain. 


Raſhl; y !—ah hapleſs morn, too bad to tell. 

(The hapleſs morn I woe- remember well!) 

When thou and I our paſtimes went to take 

All unſuſpecting, at the Mxiſon· wake 85 

*T was there gay PHYLLA, lightly-footing by, 
Glanc'd the ſoft paſſion from her ſky-blue eye,” * 
The young, coy, ſwain-ſought charmer of the vale ;” 


And, firſt, was breath'd thy love-unheeded tale. 


NOTES 


* The Hern, an inſatiable devourer of Fiſh, is caught 
by baiting. a ſtrong line near his haunt with Gudgeom or 


a Imall Roach, tied to a large ſtone or bough, to prevent 


his ys it away. 
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118 THE FOWLERS, Ee. VIII. 
Why raſhly LE) thou dare with vent'rous aim, 
Untry'd in love, to truſt ſo wild a flame ? 


The Barnacle ne er quits the plaſhy mud, 


But keeps her ſounding in the ſhallow flood. 


Linnets on high their Eyries never make, 


But harbour lowly in the fuzzy brake. 


When ſhall the Chafinch on the main-ſea brood, 


Or Haleyons neſt their offspring i in the wood ? 


All things, by Nature taught, their ſtation know 


But thou wer't fand to tempt unpractis'd woe. 
Vain is the hope to taſte of pleaſure more, 


The heart love-thrall'd, no abſence can reſtore. 
My voice, my reed, ſhall in their turns complain; : 


Here mix, my moving Pipe, thy e mourn- 
ful ſtrain. 


Ah! ever loſt, and ever to be mourn'd ! 


By Hope deferted, and by PHYLLA ſcorn? d; 


With thee ſhall I no more the game invite, 


Or ſound the Low-Bell * in the field by night, 


NOTES, 
A deep-ſounding Bell uſed to keep the Birds em ; 


By 


| mopnting while they pitch the nec. 


rer. VIIL. THE FO WLER 8. 119 
By reedy brooks the meſhy toils diſplay, | | 


Or in the moory fen the ſpringes lay. 

The laviſh Lark + at muting time ſhall fing, 
Or dar'd, before the Hobby, take to wing, 
Ere PHYLLA ſhall be ſoften'd by thy pain, 
Or thou thy vain-ſought happineſs regain. 
For thee the Fiſher on the green-ſea-deep, 
And Birdſman in the oſier copſe ſhall weep; 


The pitying Nymphs with flow'rs thy bier ſhall 


ſtrew, 


And Tayss1L's voice and reed their moving plaints 


renew. 5 
My voice, my reed, ſhall in their turns complain 3 
Here mix, my Pipe, thy laſt, thy ſweetly mourn- 


ful ſtrain, 


NOTES, 


+ The Lark, a chearful, lively Bird, is dull and ſilent 


while moulting. It is obſerved this little muſical creature 
will not riſe like other Birds and attempt her eſcape 
when in ſight of the Hawk, but fit fixed and ſuffer her- 


ſelf to be devoured on the place. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


This Eclogue is a Kind of familiar Conference ſup- 


Safe b-tween the Poet and his Friend. —T he Style is 
eefronedly more negligent and unlaboured than the Reſt, 
filled up with little unconnefed Pieces of private 
Hiſtory (in a Manner Virgil conducts a Paſtoral of 


the ke Nature ) wherein honourable and grateful 


Mention is made of ſome Names, diſtinguiſhed by their 
Friendſpips.— The Whole has an Appearance ſuited 


i the Condition of Mind (produced by a Series of 
Drfappointments and Dejedtion ) under which it was 
_ written. | e SA, 
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THE COMPLAINTS: 
OR, 


THE FRIENDS. 
ON G Ra and lovd! 0. try'd f in Friend- 
ſhip's part, 
Of courteous Manners, and of 98 Heart, 


Form'd with juſt grace the tragic ſcene to fill, 


Our paſſions maſt' ring with thy wonder'd {kill ; : 
Yet meekly prone, when vacant hours invite, 

To chuſe the fav'rite Angle” s calm delight; 
Thine may this Verſe, my lateſt labour, be; 
A Verſe may fitlieſt be inſcrib'd to thee, 
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From Lea returning flow, my neighbouring. 


ſtream, 
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Young MiLo o'er th' adjoining meadow came; 
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124 THE COMPLAINTS: Eci. IX. 


And as it chanc'd both took the city way, 

; He ftor'd with fruits, and I with finny prey 
— Bai beneath > dodder'd k: 
Then, beck'ning with his hand, he ſaiiling ſpoke. 


MILO. 
Haſte hither, Rexock; and 4 while repoſe, 
F or yet the air with ſultry fervour glows; 
1 Till weſtern gales the ſcorching heat allay, 
And lengthening a ſhew the cloſe of day: 
Here due refreſhment take, and Songs rehearſe, 
While, gladly, I attend thy chearful Verſe. 


RENO c K. 


Ah, Mito! ! how can ork like mine rejoice, 
Or chearful Songs employ a-mourning Voice? ? 


| While you retir'd a peaceful life enjoy, 
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And rural hours 5 in eaſy cares employ, 
Far other fate my youth is doom'd to know 5 


Sad is my diſcontent, and deep my woe. 
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MILO 


Heav'ns, what I heard! and as wiſh'd'believ'd ; 
How by your verſe your fortune was retriev d | 


RENOCK. 
Belief is fond, and ates ever lyes ; 
But few by Poetry are known to riſe! 
While gentle MoLEsWwoRTH * liv'd, the tuneful | 
Nine 
Still pleas'd me, and all happier hours were n | 
He view'd me, left in life's unfriended ſpring, 
Chear'd my young Myſe, and rear'd her uſt 12 
ſing:— 


But he, the Friend, is loſt ! 1 the gen'rous Peer? 
So wont my ſorrgy-ſinking mind to chear z 

He long is Joſt, and heavier fate enſue— 

For care is born to me and to the Muſe, 


| NOTES. 


.- tvs Lord Videount Mol: forth, the Celebrated | 
Author of Caro's Lettors. | | | 
I | 
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x26 THE COMPLAINTS: Ect. IX. 
MIL oO. 
- Yet DopDINGToON is fam'd for gen'rous praiſe, - 
He loves the Poet, and rewards his lays, | 
RENO CR. 


O Mito! never liv'd a nobler mind! 


Great without pride, to meaneſt merit kind. 


This Verſe I now to my MckxAs bear, 
And ever ſhall he hear my grateful pray'r. 
How eaſy were the grant to make me bleſt! 


For little ſerves, when little we requeſt. 


7 1 | 


Beſt Patron ! may thy ev'ry care ſucceed, 
And Fame repay thy worth with ample meed, 
As now the hapleſs Swain thy favour moves, 
And in thy ſmiles a happier fortune proves. 
R ENO ck. 
Mæckxas' praiſe employ'd the Mantuan Swain, 
And SIDNEY lives renown'd in SPENSER's ſtrain 5 


2 | | Great 


Eci. Ix. On, THE FRIENDS. 127 
Great Doxs R ſhines i in younger CorLiw's page, 
And DovpincGTon ſhall grace a new Auguſian age. 

| MILO. 3 

So mayſt chou live the Fiſher's joy and theme, 

And kinder fate thy drooping yonth redeem : 
May no raſh Swain thy peaceful haunts annoy; 
Nor greedy Poacher &er thy Fry deſtroy; | 


To me the muſick of thy ſtrains impart, 
Tho' rude, a Lover of the tuneful Art. 


R ENOCK, 
Sing, gentle Muſe, to HERTFORD's* gen” rous Pair, 
All great the Hero, and all good the Fair. 
While Cadews in the whiſp'ring brook ſhall breed, 
Or pitt'ring Graſhoppers delight the mead, 
In graſſy caves the lender Ant-fly build +, 
And floods ſhall with their 1 tribes be fill'd ; 


| While 
NOTES. 


Late Duke and Dutcheſs of Somerſet. 


_ + The blackeſt Aut ies are beſt. They appear in 
| their hillocks 1 in June, but later if the ſeaſon is wet and 
$4 cold. 
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While I to mat; can eaſy: numbers frame, 
Ormy charmꝰd tongue repeat th* all- chearing name, 
Their worth my loud acknowledgments ſhall bind, 
A grateful ſtrain becomes a grateful mind. 


MIL. oO. 


Sing what J heard you chant the . noon; 

The verſe I keep, tho I forget the tune. 
| 60 Ceaſe, Pike, with Perch + ſueceſsleſs war to wage; 
dc Their ſpeary finns delude your idle rage; 
* Nor ſleep expos d, leſt Frogs t your lives betray, 

« And you unguarded fall an eaſy prey.” 
| | In 

NOTES, 

cold. Theſe, with the ien or Gade, fly, are the foun- 


dation of all Fly-azgling. Way of preſerving them is 
mentioned in Eclogue I. Note, p. 12. 


+ The Perch, when the Pike attempts | to . on him, 
ſets up his ſharp, ſpreading fins, as a Turkey - Cock, pro- 
voked, does his feathers, which ſafely defends him, and 
ſo terrifies his enemy he deſiſts from the attack. 


t Some pages might be employed to recount the won- 
derful n of this deſpiſed animal in ſeveral remark- 
| able 


Ec. IX. On, THE FRIENDS, 129 
In {kill hat ſimple, and tho⸗ ith my air, 

Two Songs I learn'd of PHILADEL the fair, 
And with a third my humble voice I'd try, 
Wou'd you to teach a favour'd ſtrain comply. 


RENOCK. . 
Small {kill can I, obliging Swain, impart, . . 
My fancy pall'd, myſelf unvers'd in art. 


NOTES 


able paſſages of the Fiſhing-Frog, called by the Dalma- 

tians the Water-Devil; and ſome others, ſo fearful | of 
their mortal enemy the Water- Snake, that when they 
ſwim acroſs any wide place likely to meet with him, they 
carry a long ſmall ſtraw or reed, croſs-wiſe in their mouths, 
by which if the Snake gets any part of them into 
his, it cannot ſwallow them. But the remark in this 
note is, the antipathy between the Pie and Frog, in- 
ſſtanced by DuBRravius, Eclogue vi. Note, p P- 75; for as 

he eagerly ſeeks to prey on the Frog, ſo when he is at 
noon careleſsly ſleeping and ſunning himſelf, the Frog, 
watching his opportunity, leaps upon his head, and there 
continues, not by art or force to be diſlodged till he has 
| deprived him of his eyes: Which thing the learned 
Prelate above atteſts to have happened, in company with 
another Biſhop, in his fight. The ſtory at large may be 
read (before often quoted) Comp. Angl. p. 131. 8th Edit. 


KR Than 
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Than mine, more ſweet your ſong, your note more 


gay, 
Blither than Sky-Larks in a morn of May! 
_ MILO, | 
What would I give like you the reed to blow, 
Or practis d arts of vocal ſounds to know. 
| RENOC 8 
Von mock my griefs; with what a laviſh flight 
You ſtretch your voice, how tow'r above my height! 
Your mirth ſeems natural, and free your vein, 
Mine is falſe merriment, and forc'd my ſtrain, 
MIL o. 
Ah, pity'd Friend! o'erwhelm'd in hopeleſs cares, 
A double wound thy ſuffering boſom bears ; ; 
Not more by fortune than by love oppreſt: 
Love ! ſharpeſt woe, to yen the an breaft, 


REN OCK, 
Proud STELLA! Angel with a Tyrant's heart! 


| Form'd for my wiſh, yet deſtin'd for my ſmart, 
5 Once 


Ect. IX, Ox, THE FRIENDS. 23x | 
Once my lov'd hope, companion ſoft and kind, 5 | 
Till falſe dividing Friends unfix'd thy mind: = 
Forbid thy ſight, thy ever-parted charms, | 
Torn from theſe true but vainly-doating „ i 


Tho- doom'd my flame in ſilence to ſuppreſs. 


Still the deep ſecret will my looks confeſs z _ 1 
My ſtifled ſigh, my ſoftly-ſtealing tears | | 
Thro' each diſguiſe the Lover will appear. 1 

One ditty yet vourhlais my ardent choice; ; 


(Soft are thy mournful accents, ſweet thy voice) 
The Song you whilom ſung | in artfu] guiſe, 
When you with Mzzrs trove, and won the N 


RE NNOC k. | 
Since you requeſt, (but how unfit my late) 
= Þ yield, —The Muſe cou'd once my grief abate, 


N I LO. T 1 N 
"Tis RENOck's Song, Muſe, aid th advent' rous g 


ſtrain, 


And tune the numbers, and direct thy ſwain | 3 F 
2 K 2 3 


4 

* 

4 

8 

E. 

71 

5 F 

PL 

" 

1 

< 

21 

1 

* 

"iQ 

=64 

; 

x 

- 

E, 

wh, 4 

1 

* 

2 

þ 

$þ N 

F. 

77 

4s 

A 

» 

2 

4; 

LET -- 

+ 1 
. 

N 7 

#3; * 

-<4 

CES -- 

7 

— 

1 

#3 53 

—— 

1 
EY 

* 7 7 

U 


132 THE COMPLAINTS: Ect. IX, 


EENOCK.. 


Stern Boreas now the ſtormy North unbinds, 


With all his frozen race of wint'ry winds; 


The woody Pow'rs to inmoſt caves betake, 


And River-Gods their icy urns forſake, | 
A trembling horror ſeizes all the floods, 


And chilly blaſts benumb their finny broods. 


From ſeas haſte, prorus, with thy wat” 7 
wain, e 


And thaw the floods, and fave af IR train, 


To the — Sun their ſick! y tribes they ſhow, 


And leave their bottom-haunts, preſaging woe *; 


NOTES. 


All Fiß in cold weather keep the bottom. If in 
froſts any ſhew themſelves it is a deſperate ſign, and 


foretells they are all periſhing, unleſs ſpeedily aſſiſted by 


breaking the ice. At ſuch a time, if it is done at the 
Furnny-ſide and deepeſt part of the pond or river, they 
will all gather there, and the Angler probably have large 
plenty of ſport, where the hole is cleared, and of a Luke ; 
kicient width. and — 


| The 


Eri. IX. Or, THE FRIENDS. 133 
The ſhades of pools they leave, the depths of ſtreams, 
And riſe i in vain to meet his chearing beams. 
His feeble ray no kindly warmth avails, | 
Nor chears em, tho? he gilds their quiy'ring ſcales. 
From ſeas haſte, PrRoTEUs, with thy wat'ry 
wain, 


And thaw the floods, and ſave is 3 train. 


In the fill lake their labouring finns.they ply ®, - 
And wiſh'd relief from ceaſeleſs motion try: 

Th' unſocial Pike, by ſoft'ning fear ſubdu'd, 
Joins in the toil, and aids th* induſtrious brood. 
But vain the ſtrife, if there no ſpring aſcend, 

Or brook diſtill, or ſtream his current lend. 

From ſeas haſte, Porus, with thy wat? try 


wain, 


And thaw the floods, ad fave go. dying train, 


NOTES. 


In extreme froſts they have been obſerved to gather 

to the ſunny fide of the water leaſt ſubje& to freeze, and 
great and ſmall, as if a general conſultation, nimbly 
beltie r themſelves ſo as to prevent it for ſome t time, 


& : 
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s The Eel, to cold an early prey refign'd *, 
Firſt falls, a helpleſs undefended kind; 
Unleſs her wint'ry hold betimes ſhe chuſe, 
The banky ſhelter, or low-bedded ooze. 
From ſeas haſte, PRoTEUs, with thy wat'ry 
waing 


And thaw the floods, and ſave thy dying train. 


'T he Carp and Perch in mingling numbers die, 
And Pike expire with the unravag'd fry ; ; 
They feel their ſcales with ſtiff ning cold confin'd, 
And languiſh, faint, within their i icy rhind. 
Vet will the hardy Tench + ſecurely dwell, 
Envelop'd faſt in her cold frozen ſhell. | 


NOTES! 


* See Note, al vi. p. Lo. 


+ Tench are more able to endure cold ha any Fiſh ; 
ſome, frozen in a thick cake of ice and imagined dead, 
have revived and appeared upon a thaw, when moſt of 

the other Fiſh have been loſt, The like has been re- 
marked of the Bream. 3 
> * 5 From 
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From ſeas haſte, PRoTEvs, wich thy wat'ry 
wain, | | 


And thaw the floods, and ſave thy Sing t train. 


See South winds from their balmy quarters blow, 
And woods begin to wave, and floods to flow ; : 
Their icy bonds in dews diſſolve away, 
And Fiſh anew their pliant finns diſplay, 
To ſeas back, ProTEUs, with thy wat'ry wain, 

'.- The floods are thaw'd, and ſafe thy reſcu'd train, 

Time and diftreſs our Genius quite impair, 
And toys of verſe are loſt in weightier care - 
Once, when a Boy, e're grief my ſpirits drown'd, 
Much cou'd I ſing, for ſkill not unrenown'd ; © 
But ſuch delights to happier hours belong, 


Sadneſs and mourning ill become a Song, 


MILO, 


Here ms thou yet thy peaceful ſitting cakes 

How ſweet a ſhade the tangling thickets make ! 

The birds above melodious muſic breathe, 

And od'rous ſcents exhale from flowers beneath. 
Of 


2 0 8 jy 
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—Hark, what a ſong to charm thee in yon bow”! rs, 
| F rom bis Arsch throat the chearful Blackbird 


_ pours! Es EC 
The Shepherd-lads and play-maids of the green 


Here ſhortly, too, on Eve- ſports will be ſeen.— 


7 Ef 
K F. NO CK. 

| Thy importunity a while delay : 
Spent is the ebbing light, and far the way. 


And now my Sonnets to the Muſes 29M 
My patron, trembling I prepare to bring 


Gloom, and diſmay, my ſinking heart ae, 
Diſpirited, and fearful of ſucceſs : = 

Yet deeply urg'd my fortunes I purſue, 
Happy while plac'd in his upraiſing view 3 


And if my youth he favour and my lay, 


Tl grateful praiſe, in loftier verſe, repay, 


7 NO 61 
FINIS. 


36 TE C0: * LAINTS, Kc. Fer. IX. | 
Of Elder-bloom the fragrant ſweets diffuſe, 
Well might'ſt thou here indulge thy mirth and muſe. 


2 


